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We’re currently studying the Gospel of John.  And something 
I love about the Gospel of John, is:  it doesn’t just tell us the 
story of Jesus – it reveals the spiritual reality, of what’s going 
on, in the ministry of Jesus. 
 
So, we’re in a section of where Jesus meets a Samaritan 
woman at the well (and there is a lot going on in this 
interaction).   
That’s why we’ve already had: 
• an introduction;  
• Part A 
• Part B 

And today’s going to be Part C. 
 
• The introduction was setting the scene of the regions of 

Judea;  Samaria;  and Galilee.  We got into the history 
about what separates them;  how they relate to one 
another;  and why. 
 

• In Part A, we talked about how when we are born again, 
the Holy Spirit, moves in to dwell in our heart.  This is 
the streams of living water, flowing from within – a 
picture of an inexhaustible Spiritual satisfaction (as 
Christ lives in our heart);   
 

• In Part B, we considered worship, and how the Holy 
Spirit within us, causes us to worship Him in Spirit and 
Truth.   
 
Spiritual worship isn’t brought about by an enhanced 
atmosphere that we’ve managed to generate, or some 
expert choreography.  Spiritual worship, is when those 
who are Born Again (and so are filled with the Spirit of 
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Christ), gather together for worship.  The Holy Spirit 
within, overflows in our worship. 

 
Today, is part C.  And some of us may feel a little 
uncomfortable today, because I’m going to use the “E” word:  
evangelism… 
 
 
When it comes to “evangelism” (let’s be honest): 
• some people are really passionate, and take every 

opportunity to tell others about Jesus. 
 

• Others, will also do that, but only at an organised church 
event, and not when they are out in the world. 
 

While: 
• Many of us are downright terrified – terrified, at the very 

thought of sharing our faith with an unbeliever.  What if: 
o they get offended; 
o they don’t want to hear about Jesus; 
o they’re not interested; 

 
o I don’t do it well; 
o in my bumbling, I put them off and destroy another 

person’s chance to do it properly; 
o our friendship suffers, because I’ve told them about 

Jesus?… 
 

• I suspect most of us want to be effective in the grand 
commission, of taking the Good news to unbelievers, but 
we are both terrified (for all the reasons I just said), and 
unsure of how to do it. 
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And my prayer today, is that we would begin to see 
“evangelism” with new eyes, and that by the Spirit of Christ, 
we would be encouraged to give the simple invitation, to 
“come and see”… 
 
 
 
So, the Disciples have been in town, buying some tucker, and 
now they return to Jesus at the well.  They don’t know this, 
but Jesus has just revealed to the Samaritan woman, that He is 
the Messiah.  They’re pretty surprised that Jesus is even 
talking with her, because apparently, that’s not “the done 
thing”.   
 
Anyway, the woman, excited by what Jesus has told her (that 
He is the Messiah), leaves her water jar, and heads back into 
town – she’s got a message to tell.   
 
And she said to the people, “Come and see”.  Come and see 
this bloke – He knew stuff about me – He told me everything I 
ever did…  “Can this be the Christ?” 
 
And when they heard her testimony (It wasn’t much of a 
testimony was it? – but it was enough).  They left town and 
headed out to the well, to meet this bloke, to see for 
themselves… 
 
 
31 Meanwhile Alright, while the woman is giving her 
testimony, and the people are listening and they’re leaving 
town heading towards the well, Jesus' Disciples are trying to 
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get Him to eat some of the tucker they just bought…  And 
typical Jesus:  Never misses a teaching opportunity. 
 
the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”  
32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you 
do not know about.”  33 So the disciples said to one 
another, “Has anyone brought him something to eat?”  
34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of 
him who sent me and to accomplish his work. 
 
What He was teaching them/us, is there is great satisfaction – 
there is a great contentment, in doing God’s will… 
 
Sadly, we Protestants (at times) can be in danger of getting get 
so hung-up on being saved by grace – we’re not saved by the 
works we do (which is true),,,  but we can get so hung-up on 
it, we give the impression that exhortation/urging on: 
• to do the will of God 
• to live a Godly life; 
• to live a life of obediently serving the Lord 
• of striving in His service…   . 

that sort of exhortation gets frowned upon (owww, works…) 
 
No it’s not!!!. 
When we are born again, and the Holy Spirit is living within 
us.  We are not trying to be saved by works – we’re already 
saved by faith and by the grace of Jesus…  And so, exhorting 
one another – urging of one another on, is encouragement, into 
something that will give us a great spiritual satisfaction…   
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I don’t know about you, but I do not want to miss out on the 
spiritual contentment of serving God, and achieving the will of 
God…  I don’t want to miss out on it  
because it is an experience of: 
• God doing His work;   
• us entering into His work;  and  
• Him doing His work through us… 

How good is that… 
 
Jesus said:  “My food is to do the will of him who sent 
me and to accomplish his work.   
 
And we might think, yeah, but we’re not Jesus…  You’re right 
– we’re not Jesus,,,  but He is living inside of us – the streams 
of Living Water…  And at this point, Jesus draws the 
Disciples in, so that they can realise that they also, are being 
drawn into the work of God.   
 
He says: 
35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then 
comes the harvest’?  Look, I tell you, lift up your 
eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. 
 
I always get amused, reading commentaries that have been 
written by city folk, who have no idea about farming…  A 
couple of commentaries I’ve read, have gone to great lengths 
to explain the four months until harvest… 
 
Oh well, the typical cereal crop actually takes about 5 or 6 
months from planting to maturity, but it could be 4 months 
from when they finished planting, until the first bit that was 
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planted, is now ready to harvest…  And they try to make a big 
deal out of the 4 months… 
 
What I see when I read this, is simply how badly the Disciples 
have misread the situation… 
 
BTW, this time of year at St George, the fields are white 
for harvest. , we think “cotton”, don’t we…  And isn’t it a 
beautiful sight, paddock after paddock, bright white – whiter 
than a shirt in an OMO ad… 
 
But they weren’t growing cotton in Israel in Jesus' day…  
He’s talking about cereal crops (think wheat)… 
 
Wheat grows through its various stages, with various shades 
of green.  And as it approaches physiological maturity (an 
agronomic word that means it’s reached the end of its 
growing and it’s about to ripen), it starts to get a tinge of 
yellow…   
 
• And from then on, it is ripening.   
• Pulling in the final bit of goodness from the plant into the 

seed;   
• at this point, the seed is still all mushy.   

It needs to dry down and harden up.   
• And so, the plant itself is drying down, to get the moisture 

out…   
 

• And as the plant dries down, it goes from greenish 
yellow, to the colour of straw…   

 
By this stage, a good farmer has long-since prepared his 
header, and he’s ready to go…  And it comes to a point, where 
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the crop turns almost white.  The sun bleaches the yellow out 
of it.  The straw has a bit of shininess to it, that reflects the 
sun, and makes it even more white…   
 
By the time the paddock is looking white, that means the crop 
is so ripe, the wheat shells out easily in your hand – you need 
the header in the paddock, going hard… 
 
 
Now, imagine a farmer has a paddock at that stage – the crop 
has been bleached by the sun, it has dried down, the wheat is 
almost shelling-out in your hand.  It is white… 
 
And he says to his wife, “Let’s go to the coast for a couple of 
weeks.  I reckon that crop will be another 4 months until it’s 
ready”… 
 
What does that tell you about that farmer?  He’s an idiot… 
 
 
You see, the illustration Jesus is using, is to reveal to the 
Disciples, just how badly they are misreading the situation…  
35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then 
comes the harvest’?  Look, I tell you, lift up your 
eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest.   
 
What are they going to see, when they lift up their eyes?  They 
were going to see the townsfolk, coming out to meet Jesus.  
(And they’re dirty stinkin’ Samaritans at that)… 
 
 
You see, the Disciples probably thought they were just passing 
through Samaria, get a bit of tucker, and get out of there as 
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quickly as they can…  I mean, maybe God might save them 
Samaritans one day, but not today.  And maybe God might 
use some prophet to save them, but it ain’t going to be us… 
 
But Jesus is telling them, “The harvest is ready”.  In fact, the 
Disciples have already been involved in the Spiritual harvest 
that is coming to Jesus.   
 
 
Let me explain that: 
 
The reason we had such a long Bible reading today, was to 
include the introduction.  This whole episode in Samaria, is 
introduced, in the first 4 verses. 
 
4 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had 
heard that Jesus was making and baptising more 
disciples than John 2(although Jesus himself did not 
baptise, but only his disciples), 3 he left Judea and 
departed again for Galilee.  4 And he had to pass 
through Samaria. 
 
Now, I want you to think about that for a moment.  Jesus 
(although not Jesus, but His Disciples) – the Disciples of 
Jesus, are baptising more people than John the Baptist…   
 
In this context, Jesus now says: 
Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the 
fields are white for harvest.  36 Already the one who 
reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for 
eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice 
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together.  37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One 
sows and another reaps.’  38 I sent you to reap that 
for which you did not labour.  Others have laboured, 
and you have entered into their labour.” 
 
Who was labouring, in the preaching of God’s word for so 
long?  John the Baptist.  And back in Chapter 3, the disciples 
of John the Baptist are a bit sad that Jesus has overtaken them 
in the baptism stakes, and Bapto says:   
this joy of mine is now complete.  30 He must increase, 
but I must decrease.” 
 
Alright, Jesus is speaking in the past-tense here.  38 I sent 
you to reap that for which you did not labour.  Others 
have laboured, and you have entered into their 
labour.” 
 
Who is the one who has been sowing?  John the Baptist and 
His disciples.  They have been preaching the message 
“Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand.”  And John 
rejoiced as others were bringing in the harvest… 
 
So, the Disciples had already experienced the joy of reaping 
where another had sowed.… 
 
 
But now, we’re in Samaria.  As far as we know, John the 
Baptist hadn’t been preaching at Sychar in Samaria…  Back in 
Chapter 3, we’re told why John chose a certain place to 
preach.  It was because water was plentiful there.  There 
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wasn’t any river at Sychar – their source of water, was a deep 
well. 
 
 
So, who was the sower in this? 
Was it: 
• the prophets of old?  

(the woman obviously knew at least some of the 
Scripture) 

• God; 
• the Holy Spirit; 
• Jesus Himself? 
• The woman??? 

 
Who was the sower?   
Well, it’s probably all of these… 
 
You see, when it comes to “evangelism”, we would be quite 
wrong if we ever felt that we labour alone, or that “we were 
the ones who were at work”, when a person comes to faith, 
and is born again…   
 
The fact of the matter is, when we share our faith – when we 
tell of the Gospel, we are entering into God’s work.  He has 
already been at work.  He has already been preparing the soil 
of a person’s heart, for the planting of the seed of faith. 
 
 
I suspect that many of us (probably most of us), are much like 
the disciples – we fail to recognise the readiness of those 
around us, to hear the Gospel. 
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Jesus is quite open that many will hear the Gospel, but only a 
few will respond in the positive.  Think of the stories He used 
to tell, like “The invitation to a banquet”.  The master sent out 
his servants to invite and invite and invite, but people kept 
coming up with excuses, and turning him down… 
 
That’s the way it is with the Gospel.  And because very few 
will respond, for those with the message, it is very tempting to 
lose heart and give up. 
 
 
The story is told of a man who went down to the beach, and all 
these starfish had been washed up on the beach and the tide 
had gone out and they were stranded, to dry and die in the 
sun…  1000’s of them – 10 000’s.  And he saw a young boy, 
walking along the beach, picking up the starfish, and throwing 
them back in the water.  And the man said, “Why do you 
bother?  Look at them all.  What difference can you make?”  
And the boy picked up a starfish, looked at it for a bit, and 
threw it into the water, and said, “I bet I made a difference for 
that one.”… 
 
Our Heavenly Father, is the One who will seek and save the 
one… 
 
 
Anyway, because so few are saved, we may get the impression 
that it’s because they’re not ready… 
 
So, Jesus gives us the advice, “Wait until they’re ready”, 
right???  NO!!!.  lift up your eyes, and see that the 
fields are white for harvest.  36 Already the one who 
reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for 
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eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice 
together. 
 
 
You see, God is at work.  Be in no doubt about this.  God is at 
work.   
 
When the Apostle Paul was invited to speak at the Areopagus 
(the university {if you like} of Athens), he said: 
Acts 17: (NIV84)  26 From one man he made every 
nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole 
earth;  and he determined the times set for them and 
the exact places where they should live.  27 God did 
this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach 
out for him and find him, though he is not far from 
each one of us.  
 
I love those words.  I remind myself of them, every time the 
opportunity arises to share the Gospel with a person, and I 
baulk and think, “Ah, they’re not ready”…  Who am I, to say 
that they’re not ready? 
 
God determined the time, and the exact place, that they would 
live.  Why???  So that they would seek Him, and perhaps 
reach out for Him and find Him…  What we have here, is a 
picture of a God, who is drawing all men and women to 
Himself, in the hope, that they would respond to His merciful 
grace…  He has done everything so that we will seek him 
and perhaps reach out for him and find him  
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It is by no accident, that you are here today.  If you are 
listening to the recording, or watching the video, this is by no 
accident.  The Lord has put each of us in the position we are, 
so that we will seek Him…  But, we have a part to play in this 
too – to reach out for Him, and find Him… 
 
 
Does that change things for you?  – to know this…   
Don’t be: 
• shy; 
• embarrassed; 
• ashamed of the Gospel that God has entrusted to us …    

 
 
But you might say to me, “Hang on Michael, I’m no Billy 
Graham”.  I’m not a professional.  I haven’t been trained. 
 
If you’re anything like me, you probably feel really 
inadequate. 
 
 
And yet, I am encouraged, because one of the most effective 
evangelists in the New Testament – someone who was 
responsible for the salvation of many, was the woman at the 
well… 
 
As soon as Jesus revealed to her that He is the Christ, she left 
her jar, headed into town, and this was her message: 
 

1. She told them what He did:  “He knows everything I’ve 
ever done”. 

 
2. She gave the invitation, “Come and see”. 
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3. She pointed to Jesus as the Messiah/Christ – God’s 

anointed one.  Can this be the Christ?” 
 
That’s all she did. 
And this is how God does His work.   
She didn’t: 
• give a big, convincing speech; 
• enter into arguments; 
• preach a sermon;  or 
• even answer all their questions 

 
The message was simply  

1. This is my experience of Jesus; 
2. Come and see; 
3. He is the Christ… 

 
 
And every one of us are capable of this.   
 
Just tell your friend: 

1. This is my experience of Christ 
This is what He’s done for me 
This is why I want you to know Him too; 
 

2. Then make the invitation, “Come and see”. 
• Come to church and learn about Jesus; 
• Bring your kids to Sunday School or kids club; 
• Come to Bible Study /home group  

/ Christianity Explored course. 
 

3. And tell them what you believe. 
• Jesus is the Christ; 
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• The Son of God; 
• He is risen from the dead; 
• In Him is the forgiveness of sins, and the provision of a 

clear conscience… 
 
That’s enough.  That, is what we call “sowing the seed”.  And 
because you’ve sowed the seed, you’ll be so happy when they 
believe, and are saved.  You may or may not be the one who 
gets to do the harvest, but you and the reaper will rejoice 
together… 
 
 
 
And that’s how this played out. 
• The woman gave her very simple testimony and 

invitation; 
• The townsfolk came out to see Jesus for themselves; 
• Once the townsfolk met with Jesus, the hunger grew 

within them and they wanted to hear more.  They asked 
Jesus to stay with them. 
 

• Jesus and His Disciples stayed in town for another 2 
days. 

 
The result: 
• Many more believed because of His Word. 

 
And 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer 
because of what you said that we believe, for we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed 
the Saviour of the world.”  
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Jesus didn’t only come as the saviour of the Jews.  Salvation is 
from the Jews, because Jesus is a Jew, but He came to be the 
Saviour of the world.  That,,,,  is really good news.  Jesus is 
indeed the Saviour of the world. 
 
 
When we began, I said: 
my prayer today, is that we would begin to see “evangelism” 
with new eyes, … 
 
That means: 
• begin to see what God sees – to see the readiness of the 

harvest;  and 
 

• to see that God has already been at work.  We mightn’t 
know how, but God has determined the times and the 
exact places for every person, for a reason – that they 
would seek Him; 
 

• to see how effective it is, to be a simple witness, who 
invites. 

 
 
And I prayed that by the Spirit of Christ, we would be 
encouraged to give the simple invitation, to “come and see” 
 
That, is how people come to Jesus:  With the simple 
invitation, “Come and see”… 
 
I wonder how many people in this district, would respond to 
an invitation, to come and see… 
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Who are the dozen people you’re going to invite?  And who’s 
the next dozen??? 
 
• This is how I know Jesus; 
• He is the Christ; 
• Come and see… 

 
 
As we do this simple witness and invitation, we too will 
experience the great contentment, in doing God’s will. 
 
 
Let’s pray: 
 
Heavenly Father,  
we thank You for the gift of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We praise You, that He is indeed,  
the Saviour of the world. 
 
 
 
Lord, 
We want to thank You, 
for those who shared their faith with us, 
and gave the simple invitation, come and see… 
 
Lord, we pray  
that You would bring us into Your work. 
We confess that we have misread the situation. 
We have held off, using the excuse that people aren’t 
ready to hear. 
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The truth is, the fields are white for harvest. 
Lord, help us to be the sowers, 
and the reapers You desire. 
 
And we pray that you would do Your glorious work 
through us, 
as those, who we thought were far away, 
come to You in faith. 
 
in Jesus' Name, 
Amen. 
 


