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The first year I earned a wage, was also the first year I ever 
had to submit a tax return. 
 
And I was working my way through it, and one question had 
me stumped.  So I went to Dad because “He knew stuff”.  And 
I said to him, “Dad, what’s an in-valid person?”… 
 
And he looked at me, and he said, “What do you mean?”  
“Well, it’s asking me here, “Do you support an in-valid 
person?””… 
 
And he said “It’s an invalid person, you dill…” 
And I thought, “Yep, I’m an idiot…” 
 
 
In today’s reading, Jesus returns to Jerusalem, for another 
religious feast.  This is the 2nd of 5 trips that John records 
Jesus making to Jerusalem… 
 
And John’s very specific here.   
In Jerusalem, near the Sheep Gate, there is a pool.  In Aramaic 
(Jesus' Native tongue), the pool is called “Bethesda” (House of 
Mercy). 
 
Surrounding the pool, is a series of 5 
porticoes/colonnades/roofed areas. 
And in these areas, is a multitude of invalids: 
• blind; 
• lame; 
• paralysed… 

 
Why are they there?  Well, apparently, every now and then, 
the water would sort of stir up.  And it was believed that if you 



Sentence:  The Son, doing the saving work of the Father. 
Scripture:  John 5:1-18 Date:  17/05/2026 Name:  Michael Brumpton 
Location:  St George Page:  2 of 16 Bush Disciples 

were the first one into the water after it stirred up, you got the 
healing… 
 
BTW, did anybody notice that there was no V4 in our 
reading?  We had most of V3 and all of V5, but no V4…  
What’s going on?  Cheap imported bible, missing verses??? 
 
Most of our Modern translations do not include the end of V3 
or any of V4, and I’ll tell you why.  It’s because the New 
Testament was originally written in Greek.  Over the years (by 
hand), scribes had copied one manuscript to another.   
 
And so, if you visited somebody and they had a copy of the 
Gospel of John…,,,,… 
…. 
 
 
And so, the original Greek documents (that are still in 
existence today): 
• some of them are fragments;   
• some of them are significant portions…   

But because they are hand-copies, they are not all the same.   
 
And the oldest and most reliable of the original Greek 
manuscripts, do not contain the end of V3, or any of V4.  And 
so, it looks like, that at some stage, a scribe thought there was 
something lacking and he had a bit more information, and so 
he felt the need to add a bit of an explanation in there.  And so 
then, the copies of his manuscripts then carried the addition. 
 
And so some of the more recent manuscripts that have these 
additional words.  So, it goes like this:  3 In these lay a 
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multitude of invalids — blind, lame, and paralysed.  
waiting for the moving of the water;  
V4for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into 
the pool, and stirred the water:  whoever stepped in first after 
the stirring of the water was healed of whatever disease he 
had… 
 
Alright, that was what people believed.  But because it looks 
like it was added later, for us, it is an interesting side-note, we 
don’t take it as the word of God…   
 
There are some folk who claim that the only true Bible (and 
therefore only one that actually is the Word of God), is the 
good old Authorised King James Version of 1611.  And it 
includes V4…. 
 
And so, it says that an Angel of God used to stir it up, and 
then the first one into the water was healed…  I suspect that’s 
what they believed, and maybe some were healed,,,  But 
regardless, that sort of hope and mindset, is more in keeping 
with a worldly way of thinking, and less in tune with the 
Kingdom of God that Jesus proclaimed… 
 
Jesus preached the opposite (you see).  They believed “the 
quickest one into the water gets the prize”, but Jesus teaches 
that the First will be last, and the Last will be first…  And 
when Jesus came to Bethesda, He healed the one who was 
never the first: 
 
 
There’s a man there, who has been an invalid for 38 years.  
He’s never managed to be the first one into the water, because 
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he’s too slow on his feet, and he had no friends waiting around 
to pick him up and throw him in. 
 
Jesus knows how long he’s been there, and he asks the man a 
question that could sound a little bit cruel:  “Do you want to 
be healed?” 
 
I mean, he’s been there for 38 years.  Yeah, I think he wants to 
be healed…  But then again, maybe he’s given up…  Laying 
there, in the same spot, by the pool, for 38 years,,,  13000 
times he had seen the sun come up and go down,,,  and his 
condition remains the same;  his prospect of healing remains 
the same:–  Zero… 
 
Wouldn’t you think, that instead of waiting for a miracle that’s 
never going to happen, after 38 years, you might have sought 
God for healing, in a different way??? 
 
 
To me, this man presents as a person who has fallen into a 
state of utter hopelessness…  And instead of getting on with 
life (as difficult as it was), he consigned himself to an endless, 
hopeless waiting.  Watching on, seeing how others seem to get 
all the breaks, but he’s plumb out of luck…  Waiting for his 
ship to come in. 
 
 
And even today, one of the worst conditions, is to be in a state 
of hopelessness…  And in our society, for most, 
“hopelessness” is somewhat self-imposed…  Sitting back, 
watching on, while others seem to get all of the breaks,,, but 
they’re plumb “out of luck”… 
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There is an epidemic of “hopelessness” in our land.  It 
destroys families/communities.  In our communities, 
1000’s/100,000’s of people are being paid sit-down money, 
and a sense of hopelessness becomes (for them) an inter-
generational-hopelessness…  “This is all we can do…  Others 
get all the breaks, while we’re plumb out of luck”… 
 
I want you to know:  In Jesus, there is no such thing as 
“hopelessness”.  In Christ, there is always a way forwards.   
 
And, there is nothing more hopeless than the state of sinful 
man: 
• to be in a state of utter spiritual hopelessness 
• to be living in spiritual darkness, 

refusing to come into the light; 
• to be dead in sin;  and  
• to reject God.    

 
But Jesus Christ is the One who brings hope, and we’ll talk 
more about that, shortly… 
  
 
Anyway, of course this man wants to be healed.  
7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to 
put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and 
while I am going another steps down before me.”  
8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and 
walk.”  9 And at once the man was healed, and he took 
up his bed and walked. 
 
Now, did you notice: 
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• There’s no mention of faith;   
• There’s no pleading to Jesus for him to be healed;  and 
• We find out later, that he doesn’t even know who Jesus 

is… 
 
 
Wow.  38 years, hopelessly waiting for a miracle (that was 
never going to happen)…  But with Jesus, the First will be 
last, the Last will be first, and with Jesus, the hopeless receive 
hope.… 
 
 
 
But,,,,  This all happened on the Sabbath.  Enter:  The villains. 
 
The religious leaders see this bloke carrying his mattress…  
“You’re not allowed to do that!”.  “It is the Sabbath, and 
it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 
 
Why wasn’t it lawful?  Well, it wasn’t lawful by their rules.  
God’s rule was, “You don’t do any work on the Sabbath”.  
But the religious leaders wanted to nail that down “What is 
work?”  And they decided, “Well, you can carry stuff inside 
your house, but you can’t carry stuff from your house to 
someone else’s house”…   
 
And so, by their law, he was breaking the Sabbath.  (Mind 
you, this is a man who hadn’t worked for 38 years…) 
 
 
11 But he answered them, “The man who healed me, 
that man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’ ” 
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I mean, you’d think that if someone heals you of 38 years of 
being a cripple their word must carry a bit of authority. 
 
 
And the religious leaders don’t even blink an eye, at the news 
that news that this man has been miraculously healed.   
They want to know who told him to break the law…“Who is 
the man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and 
walk’?” 
 
Alright, they were in denial that Jesus had just done something 
miraculous, and their legalism was targeted upon “the rule-
breaker”…  Forget that Jesus just broke the rules of nature – 
“He’s broken our rules”… 
  
 
Anyway, they ask him,  “Who is the man who said to you, 
‘Take up your bed and walk’?” 
And I don’t know about you, but I find this incredible:  the 
man doesn’t even know…  By now, Jesus had withdrawn, 
there’s crowds of people, and he couldn’t see Jesus to point 
him out…  But he’s been healed, and he doesn’t even know 
who healed him… 
 
 
And at this point, it’s obvious that the religious leaders, are 
out to get Jesus.  He’s healing on the Sabbath;  He’s telling 
other people to carry things on the Sabbath. 
 
But wait:  there’s more to come.   Jesus is going to stir them 
up more yet… 
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Later on, Jesus finds this man at the Temple.  And He said to 
him, “See, you are well!  Sin no more, that nothing 
worse may happen to you.” 
 
Now, something that the ESV (that we read this morning) 
misses here, is Jesus uses exactly the same word.  The first 
thing he said to the man is “Do you want to be 
well/sound/healthy”.  The ESV said “healed”… 
 
And now He uses exactly the same word.  See, you are 
well/whole/healthy.  For now, he’s got what he wanted…  But 
this is a minor thing.  Jesus is more interested in his eternal 
state. 
 
Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you. 
 
Now, there is a fair bit of discussion about what Jesus means 
by that.   
• Was it a sin that caused this man to be broken in the first 

place?   
Well, we’re not told that it was. 
 

• Is Jesus saying that physical misfortune (sickness;  
disease;  cancer;  whatever…) comes, as a result of sin? 
Well, sometimes it might…   
And some folk can be very quick to claim that if a person 
is sick, it’s because of some sin in their life. 
 
But I think of when Jesus' Disciples asked Him about a 
man who was born blind, “Was it because of his own sin?  
Or was it because of his parent’s sin?”  And Jesus said 
Neither.  It was so that the works of God might be 
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displayed in Him.  And we’ll read that when we get to 
Chapter 9. 

 
 
I think there’s something more going on here.  Jesus said:  Sin 
no more, that nothing worse may happen to you. 
 
What could possibly be worse than 38 years of hopelessness?  
And within the next paragraph (so, we’ll be studying it next 
week), Jesus goes on to talk about His authority to save, and 
His authority to judge. 
 
In the Gospel of John, today’s reading is what’s known as a 
“transition”.  It is a transition into what is a new, major topic, 
coming next week  –  a discussion on “salvation;  judgment;  
and Jesus' authority to judge”. 
 
 
The man was healed, but the man didn’t even know who Jesus 
was…  And next week, we’re going to hear the words of 
Jesus, warning that on the Day of Resurrection, all will be 
raised. 
• Those who have done good,  

will be raised to life;   
• Those who have done evil,  

will be raised to judgment. 
 
And those who come to Jesus – those who honour the Son, 
receive eternal life.  But, this man doesn’t even know Jesus. 
 
And so, Jesus' statement is leading into this:  Sin no more, 
that nothing worse may happen to you. 
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There is something much worse than spending 38 years, 
laying in the same spot, in a state of hopelessness…  What 
could possibly be worse than that?  I’ll tell you what’s worse 
than that:  To go through life, not knowing Jesus/not 
honouring our Heavenly Father, and therefore being in a 
spiritual state of utter hopeless, and not even knowing it.  – 
Therefore, being subject to judgment… 
 
 
Anyway, that’s a little hint for next week. 
 
 
Righto: 
The man now knows, who it was, that healed him.  But, rather 
than following Jesus like a grateful disciple should, he goes 
and finds the religious officials and tells them “It was that 
Jesus bloke who healed me.” 
 
 
• Was he being a dobber?  –   

“It was that Jesus bloke, who told me to break the law”;  
or 

• Was he being a witness for Jesus,  
praising Him for the work He had done??? 

 
Don’t know.  We’re not told. 
 
But, whatever it was, it turned the Jews against Jesus even 
more.  John explains, 16 … this was why the Jews were 
persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these things 
on the Sabbath. 
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Alright, so Jesus did this amazing miracle – He healed a man 
who had been an immobile invalid for 38 years, but he had the 
audacity to do it on the Sabbath. 
 
Was it wrong for Jesus to heal on the Sabbath? 
 
 
Have you ever wondered, “Does God take a rest on the 
Sabbath???” 
 
When I was younger, I used to wonder if God wanted us to 
have the Sabbath off so that He could take it a bit easier one 
day a week,,,  because, if we were all resting, there won’t be 
so many accidents, and he could have a breather…   
 
But, that’s just not true, Jesus said, “God is always at His 
work.” … 
 
When God completed creating the world in 6 days, He rested 
from His creative work, on day No.7.  But that doesn’t mean 
that God stopped work altogether.  Jesus said:  “My Father 
is working until now, and I am working.” 
 
The Lord is at work every day, and Jesus entered into His 
Fathers work of salvation… 
 
 
Now, in the eyes of the religious leaders, what Jesus just said, 
took Jesus from bad to worse: 
• First, he broke the Sabbath by healing the man; 
• Next, He told the man to break the Sabbath by carrying 

his bed; 
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• Now, he has the audacity to call God “My Father” 
 
How dare He think of The Lord as His own father…  Their 
assessment was, “He’s making Himself equal with God…” 
 
In fact, it made the Jewish officials so angry, they wanted to 
kill Him…  Eventually they did… 
 
 
Once again, we are reminded of why John wrote this Gospel.  
He didn’t write down everything that Jesus did  (that would 
take forever)…  20:31 but these are written so that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
 
The Jewish religious leaders, would not believe.  They 
understood very well, the claim that Jesus has just made.  And 
they understood (very well) that Jesus was claiming a status 
for Himself, that you and I cannot… 
 
I am not equal with God. 
You are not equal with God. 
 
But Jesus is unique.   Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God 
As the Son of God, He is God.   
God the Father/Son/Holy Spirit. 
 
The religious leaders would not believe.  But, the whole 
purpose of the Gospel of John, is that we will believe – that 
we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 



Sentence:  The Son, doing the saving work of the Father. 
Scripture:  John 5:1-18 Date:  17/05/2026 Name:  Michael Brumpton 
Location:  St George Page:  13 of 16 Bush Disciples 

God, and that by believing [we] may have life in his 
name. 
 
 
 
Throughout the ages, there have been many heresies – many 
corruptions of the Gospel.  It might seem a little thing to 
downplay the divinity of Jesus – to downplay the fact that 
Jesus is indeed the Son of God, and that means He is God… 
 
But, it is for this, that Jesus died…   
 
 
• Atheists believe that Jesus was a historical figure, but 

only a man. 
• Hindus believe that Jesus was one god among many. 
• Apparently, the Buddhists believe that Jesus is a Buddha 

(whatever that is) but some kind of man. 
• The Muslims believe that Jesus is a Prophet. 
• The Jehovah Witnesses believe that Jesus is a created 

being (the Archangel Michael) 
• The so-called “Progressive Christianity” believe that 

Jesus is a man of love, who died as a victim of injustice, 
but has no supernatural power. 

 
But the Scriptures teach that Jesus is God incarnate – God 
born as a human.  The Scriptures teach that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing [we] may 
have life in his name. 
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The Jewish leaders did not believe in Him, and they utilised 
all of their legalities to try and bring Him down…  Even the 
man who was healed, didn’t know Jesus. 
 
 
But Jesus has been at work.  Our Heavenly Father is always at 
work, and The Son has joined Him.  He does not rest for the 
Sabbath.  He was crucified because He claimed to be the Son 
of God.  And He was proved to be the Son of God, when He 
was raised from the dead. 
 
God is at work today.  By His Holy Spirit, He is at work in 
you and me, drawing us to faith in Him – to believe… 
 
 
Next week, we’re going to learn about the authority that Jesus 
has.  
Because He is the Son of God, He has: 
• the authority to give life;  and  
• the authority to judge the wicked. 

 
What a blessing it is, to know Jesus Christ (the Son of God), 
and to have life in His Name. 
 
 
 
I thought we might respond to God’s Word today, by saying 
together, the Nicene Creed. 
 
 

Nicene Creed. 
We believe in one God, 



Sentence:  The Son, doing the saving work of the Father. 
Scripture:  John 5:1-18 Date:  17/05/2026 Name:  Michael Brumpton 
Location:  St George Page:  15 of 16 Bush Disciples 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in the Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
 
Amen. 

 


