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723 years before Jesus was born, because they were not
faithful to God, the Northern Kingdom of Israel, was defeated
by Assyria, and the people were taken into captivity...

In the lead-up to this, and around about the time of the event,
the Prophet Isaiah was bringing the Word of God to the
Southern Kingdom (the Kingdom of Judah). And he was
warning them that they were heading toward suffering the
same fate. He prophesied that Jerusalem would fall to
Babylon, and that Babylon would take them into captivity.
And in God’s mercy, after a period of captivity, God would
bring them back to the land.

And 1in the book of Isaiah, Chapters 43 & 44, The Lord gives
an image of a Courtroom trial, where witnesses are called..

God’s own people, are being described as being blind, and yet
they’ve got eyes. They’re deaf, and yet they’ve got ears. For
them, there 1s no excuse — they’re just not taking any notice of
God.

They will be witnesses against themselves (at their own trial),
because:

e they know YHWH is the only God/Saviour.

e When the Lord lead them out of Egypt, there was no
1dol/other god who led them safely out of Egypt and
across the Sea...

e He is the One who provided water for them in the desert;

e He is the only one who helped them to overcome their
enemies. ..

And so:
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They will be witnesses against themselves, because they knew
all this, and yet now they have turned away from God to other
gods. They haven’t brought their offerings to God, and they
have sinned against Him (with many sins). They will be
witnesses against themselves...

And the Word of God also bears witness. He uses reason to
reveal their folly...

I know we should cry at this, but this picture of idolatry is so
absurd, it makes us laugh.

God mocks them with an image of a man making an 1dol:
he plants a tree;

when it is grown, he cuts it down.

Some of the wood, he meticulously carves into an idol;

some of the wood becomes firewood to cook his dinner
and uses to warm himself by the campfire;

Isaiah 44:(ESV) ! ..., "Aha, I am warm, I have seen
the fire!" 7 And the rest of it he makes into a god,
his idol, and falls down to it and worships it. He prays
to it and says, "Deliver me, for you are my god!”

¥ They know not, nor do they discern, for he has
shut their eyes, so that they cannot see, and their
hearts, so that they cannot understand.

1% No one considers, nor is there knowledge or
discernment to say, "Half of it I burned in the fire;
I also baked bread on its coals; I roasted meat and
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have eaten. And shall I make the rest of it an
abomination? Shall I fall down before a block of
wood?" ...

It’s an absurdity...
Alright, so the court-case and the evidence, are against God’s
own people...

And the words of Isaiah were true. They would not listen to
God, and so The Lord allowed Babylon to conquer Judah, and
the people were taken away into captivity...

Now,,, Let’s come forward to Jesus.

The Jewish Religious Leaders rejected Jesus. Jesus would
speak, but they would not listen. He was doing miracles of
God, but they would not see.

And when Jesus spoke to the Jewish religious leaders who had
rejected Him, He used similar language, to that of Isaiah.

Jesus was putting their unbelief on trial...

Last week, we talked about the great crossing-over from death
to life. Those who hear the words of Jesus and believe, are the
ones who are really listening/hearing. They believe that He is
the Son of God — They believe and obey — they cross over
from death to life...
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But those who reject Him, — well, they’re not really listening

And these are the ones who are destined for judgment
(because they reject the Son of God — the only One who can
bring them eternal life).

Now, the judgment of Jesus, 1s that those who reject Him, are
“the evil”. Yes, they will be raised from the dead (because on
the day that Jesus returns, every single person will step out of
their graves), but they will not be raised to life. They will be
raised to eternal judgment, for this 1s the will of God.

And the judgment of Jesus is just. It 1s “just” because it is the
will of God. And it is “just” because the evidence stacks up.
On the Day of Judgment,
we cannot say to Jesus:

o Well, that’s not very fair;

e [ didn’t know.”

e You didn’t give me enough evidence to believe.
We cannot say that, because the evidence is firmly against,
having a justified position of unbelief. (and that’s what
today’s reading is about)

As Jesus builds His case against the Religious Leaders and
lays out the evidence, there are 2 types of witnesses.

1. There are those who bear witness for Jesus — They are
witnesses, testifying that Jesus is indeed the Son of God...

2. There are witnesses who speak against the unbelievers.
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So, let’s begin with the witnesses for Jesus:

In a court of law, judgment should not be made on the
evidence of one witness alone. It’s a principle that goes back

to Deuteronomy 19:(ESV) °"A single witness shall not
suffice against a person for any crime or for any
wrong in connection with any offense that he has
committed. Only on the evidence of two witnesses or
of three witnesses shall a charge be established.

And if I am on trial, and I am the only one who speaks in
favour of myself, well, that doesn’t carry a whole lot of
weight, and it doesn’t say much about my character.

Jesus said: ' If I alone bear withess about myself, my
testimony is not true.

But, there is another, who bears witness for Jesus, and that’s
God. God the Father, reveals that Jesus is the Christ, and He
does it in multiple ways:

1.

Firstly, there was the testimony of John the Baptist.

The religious leaders themselves, had sent an envoy to John

the Baptist, to find out more about him. They wanted to
know, “Are you the Christ?” And he said “No.”
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V2 John answered them, "I baptise with water, but
among you stands onhe you do not know, ?” even he who
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not
worthy to untie.”

%9 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and
said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the

sin of the world!
This 1s the bloke I was talking about, when I said:

'‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because
he was before me.' 3'I myself did not know him, but
for this purpose I came baptising with water, that he
might be revealed to Israel.”

32 And John bore witness: "I saw the Spirit descend
from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 331
myself did not know him, but he who sent me to
baptise with water said to me, 'He on whom you see
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who
baptises with the Holy Spirit." ** And I have seen and
have borne witness that this is the Son of God."

So, the first witness, sent by God, was John the Baptist... He
very clearly testified to the Religious Leaders, that Jesus 1s the
Christ, the Son of God...

BTW, because He is the Son of God, Jesus doesn’t need the
testimony of men, to prove Who He is.,,, but He calls John
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the Baptist as a witness, for this reason: 3* Not that the
testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these
things so that you may be saved.

I love this... The Religious Leaders do not believe in Jesus,
but He 1s giving them every possible chance to change their
position... John the Baptist was largely recognised as being a
prophet... And if his word, is something that gets them across
the line, to believe that Jesus 1s the Christ, the Son of God,
what a good word that is...

2.
But the second witness, 1s more powerful than the words of
any man. The second witness, was the miracles.

The works that God had given Jesus to do — the works that
Jesus was doing, bore witness, that the Heavenly Father, had
sent His Son.

If you remember from last week, this whole discussion arose
because Jesus gave a crippled man the ability to walk, and He
had the audacity to do it on the Sabbath... And Jesus said
“God 1s always at work, and I am engaged in The Father’s
work.”...

Let me tell you: When a man, who hasn’t been able to walk
for 38 years, at the word of Jesus, gets up, and picks up his
bed to carry it, that is a miracle of God that cannot go
unnoticed...

3,
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The third witness, 1s the Word of God — Scripture.

Now, when Jesus said this, He was talking about the Old
Testament. We now have the Old Testament and the New
Testament, and we consider the whole Bible, to be

“Scripture”. But for them, the Old Testament was all they
had...

He said:

3?You search the Scriptures because you think that
in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear
witness about me, *°yet you refuse to come to me
that you may have life.

Right throughout the Old Testament Scriptures, there are
prophecies, looking forward to the coming of Jesus. And the
whole story of God choosing the people of Israel, was Him
creating a family tree, to bring His Son into the World.

The Old Testament Scriptures, bear witness about Jesus.,,, 1f
only they would listen... They were searching for “eternal
life”. Jesus is the source of eternal life...

But they wouldn’t listen (their ears were deaf). They wouldn’t
see (their eyes were blind)...

These men were experts in the Scripture, and yet they could
not see, the revelation of Christ?

There’s an important lesson here:
e Knowing Scripture, has never saved anybody.
e Reading words on a page, does not give a person life;
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e Even memorising Scripture, does not save...
I have met academics who have attained PhD’s in theology
and ministry, and they are not only spiritually dead — some of
them are the image of antichrist.
They have used their great learning, to corrupt the Gospel...

It’s not about how much one has studied Scripture — it’s about
having the Word of God, dwelling within.

Have you ever wondered, why one person might read a
passage from God’s Word, and it does nothing for them.
e [t doesn’t interest them:;
e it might seem wooden;
e perhaps irrelevant,,,
And another person can read the same passage, and it comes
alive.
e For them, it’s life-changing;
e perhaps it fills them with joy,
e or maybe it cuts them to the heart and makes them burst
nto tears...
e For some, it might be something that makes them fall on
their knees in repentance, as they realise they are a sinner
in need of a saviour...

Why is that? It’s because when the Word of God lives in your
heart, Scripture comes alive.

It’s to do with the Holy Spirit...

The Holy Spirit of God, living in your heart, makes the Word
of God come alive. And as we hear God speak through His
Word, God is at work, and the transforming power of the Holy
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Spirit, changes us from within, transforming us to become
more like Christ...

But, for those who refuse to believe, the Bible has little
relevance (other than maybe, being an interesting alternative
perspective)...

The only way to eternal life, is to come to Jesus... Let us
never be like them religious leaders, of whom Jesus said:

*yet you refuse to come to me that you may have
life.

So, these are the witness for Jesus — this 1s the testimony, for
us to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
1. John the Baptist (a prophet of God), identified Him;
2. The miracles of Jesus, prove that He is the Son of God;
3. The Old Testament Scriptures reveal that He is the Son of
God...

And at this point, we should add further evidence... For us,
we have the clear evidence, of the resurrection of Jesus...
They didn’t have the resurrection, to convince them to believe,
but we do.

We have the testimony of the Apostles — they were eye
witnesses.
They:

e saw Him crucified;

e saw Him pierced in the side;
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e saw His body broken; dead; buried; and

e on the 3" day, they saw the empty tomb; and

e they spoke and ate with Him, after he had been raised
from the dead;

e They saw him ascend into Heaven.

And they were so convinced that Jesus rose from the dead,
that they themselves, were willing to die, rather than to deny,
what they knew to be true — that Jesus is the Christ/Son of
God/Lives... And that by believing, we might have life in His
Name.

On Easter Sunday, unsurprisingly we were talking about the
resurrection, and I said:

Believing in the resurrection, is key to the Christian faith. It
1s the unchangeable, immutable fact on which our faith,
hope and confidence stands.

I've heard some people say that they used to believe, but
then they suffered some tragedy in their life, or maybe a
church might have caused them a great offence, or they
might have been hurt by people within a church, and so they
no longer believe.

o They never fellowship;

o They don’t pray anymore;

e They no longer have faith...

And they may have a tragic story, but I want to grab ahold
of them, and shake them, and ask them, “How does the fact
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that you have suffered, change the fact that Jesus rose from
the dead???”

The resurrection is the unchangeable, immutable fact on
which our faith, hope and confidence stands.

Righto:
Let’s now move on to the second type of witness: The
witnesses for the case against unbelievers...

1.

The first witness against an unbeliever, is their readiness to
believe other things.

Jesus said:
V*# T have come in my Father's name, and you do hot

receive me. If another comes in his own name, you
will receive him.

Israel has had a long history of listening to false prophets, and
of rejecting the prophets of God. Even around the time of
Jesus, there were many false messiahs, and they were willing
to listen to them. Over and over again, a man would rise up
and claim that he had the anointing of God, to raise a rebellion
against the Romans, to get their land back... And many
would follow these false messiahs, because they were
promising exactly what they wanted to hear...

Why would they not believe Jesus???
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It wasn’t because there was a lack of evidence, and 1t wasn’t
because they didn’t have the ability to believe — they believed
in others... Why would they not believe Jesus???

Well, let’s turn to the 2™ witness against them.

2.

The second witness against an unbeliever, is their
unwillingness to receive Jesus, because He comes in the Name
of God.

It astounds me, that there are many, who are seeking some
kind of spirituality, and they will look anywhere, but Jesus.

Some:
e will dabble in various Eastern religions:
o Buddhism;
o Hinduism;
o Bahi;
e They fawn over various gurus and spiritual leaders like
the Dahli Lama;
e will embrace a milkshake of religious practices to help
them meditate and become one with the universe;
e will even choose to follow the teachings of Islam...
but they will not come to Jesus, and I’ll tell you why: It’s
because Jesus comes in the Name of God.

You see,
o 1f Jesus truly is the Son of God (and He 1s); and
o 1f Jesus truly is the Christ (and He 1s); and
o if Jesus truly is going to return to judge the living and the
dead (and He will); and
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o 1f Jesus Christ is Lord (and He 1s)
This is not something that we can just let play along with, in
the background of our life...

The fact that Jesus comes in the Name of God, demands a
total up-ending of our temporary worldly existence, because
what we do with Jesus today, has eternal ramifications...

Why, with all the evidence available, does an unbeliever
continue to reject Jesus? It’s not because of their inability to
believe. It’s because Jesus comes in the Name of God, and
that demands a response that few are willing to make.

This was revealed back in Chapter 3, when we heard Jesus
say:

18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only
Son of God. ' And this is the judgment: the light
has come into the world, and people loved the
darkness rather than the light because their works
were evil. ?°For everyone who does wicked things
hates the light and does not come to the light, lest
his works should be exposed.

I cannot continue 1n evil, if Jesus 1s my Lord.
3.

The third evidence against an unbeliever, 1s their thirst for
praise/the admiration of men.
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Jesus said in V** How can you believe, when you receive
glory from one another and do not seek the glory
that comes from the only God?

Now, that word “glory”, in this sense, it’s not like
shining/shimmering glory — it’s praise/approval — i1t’s about
being liked and honoured...

We live in a culture that is possibly more narcistic than ever
before — a culture of self-importance, that craves the
recognition, approval, and admiration of others...

From childhood, it has become about:
e the number of friends on FaceBook;

e the number of likes one achieves when they post a
comment,

e the number of followers on one’s blog;

e and I’'m so old, I don’t even know what it’s about on tick-
tock...

We have become a culture that:
e cancels those we do not like;
e prosecutes those who speak truth and dare to hurt
somebody’s feelings;
e celebrates what is evil, while Godliness 1s condemned

You see, there 1s something that has never changed about
being a Disciple of Jesus: Choosing the way of Jesus, is
something which will always be counter to culture.
Being a Disciple of Jesus, is:

e not normal;
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e the hard road;
e frowned upon (in the eyes of the world);
e something that may even turn your own family against
you,,,
Jesus said, “If you are my disciples, the world will hate you,
but don’t worry about that, because it hated Me first.”

Sadly, the thirst for praise/the admiration of men, spills over
into the church...

Some churches temper their preaching, because they don’t
want to preach anything that’s offensive.

Some traditions put the minister up on a pedestal, up there, in
the fancy robes and fancy titles...
Other traditions will do the pump-me-up...
o Oh, you are so wonderful;
e [want to introduce so-&-so.
o He is such an awesome man of God
o I want to honour him because he is such a mighty man
of God
o he has the anointing
o we are so blessed to have him here...

you receive [praise] from one another and do not seek
the [praise]that comes from the only God

When did the pump-me-up ever become the way of the
Christian church??? Being a disciple of Jesus, is about being a
humble servant/slave of Jesus,,, In ourselves, we are
completely unworthy, and all glory belongs to Him...
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Revelling in the praise of others, is a curse... Do we not
remember, that the last will be first, and the first will be last.
That’s the blessing...

4.
A fourth witness against unbelievers, is their forefathers.

When it comes to the case of the prosecution, Jesus doesn’t
need to do the accusing. He says, Moses will do that... You
set your hope on Moses and His writings... But He wrote
about me!!!

47 But if you do not believe his writings, how will you
believe my words?

And so, Scripture serves as evidence for Jesus, and as
evidence against unbelievers, because they are willing to
accept some things of Scripture, but not Christ....

Righto, so the courtroom scene plays out. Jesus is fair in His
judgment. Those who believe, will be raised to eternal life.
Those who do not believe, will be raised to judgment...

And Jesus i1s fair, because:
e iti1s God’s will;
e there is plenty of evidence to believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and

e the evidence against unbelievers is:
1. a willingness to believe others;
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2. arejection of Jesus because people like keep on doing
the evil we do;

3. our craving for the approval of others; and

4. an unwillingness to believe the plain truth of Scripture.

So, how can we believe???

Jesus 1dentified 2 traits, that the religious leaders were
missing.

1. The Word of God within; and

2. The love of God within.

In V38 Jesus said: you do not have his word abiding in
you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent.

And in V42 He said: ** But T know that you do not have
the love of God within you.

You see, the religious leaders didn’t have the Word of God, or
the Love of God within them. And so, when they studied the
Scripture in depth, they did not see it pointing to Jesus.

Now, compare that to Philip. Jesus called Philip to follow
Him, and it wasn’t long until he went and found Nathaniel,
and said “We found the One that Moses and the prophets
spoke about...”

Phillip could see it. Why couldn’t the experts???

In the book of Romans, the Apostle Paul says “All are without
excuse”... All you’ve gotta do, is look at creation... Some
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claim that science has disproved our need of God. It has done
nothing of the sort.

The deeper we get into science, the greater evidence there 1s of
the impossibility of creation without the forethought and
design of a creator...

There 1s no excuse. The light has come into the world. The
choice before us, 1s “What do I love more?”
e Do I love the light? or;
do I love the darkness?

e Do I love righteousness and holiness? or;
do I love the evil I do?

e Do I crave the praise of God? or;
do I prefer the praise of men???

Last week, Jesus said:

4 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word
and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He
does not come intfo judgment, but has passed from
death to life.

Where are you at with God?

e Hearing the Word, and believing.
e Having the Word of God, dwelling within.
e Having the love of God, dwelling within...

To believe in Jesus, and to be a Disciple of Jesus, 1s not only
the way to eternal life — it 1s the most rewarding and satisfying
life, a person can have... Knowing God; Loving God; and
having Him dwell within our hearts.
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Do you believe?
Have you crossed over, from death to life?

Let’s pray:

Lord Jesus Christ,
With joy, we consider the eternal life
we have in Your Name.

And with sadness,
we weep for those who are without excuse,
and yet will not believe.

We thank You for Your faithful witnesses
who have testified to us,
to lead us to faith in You.

And we pray, that You would use us

to be Your witnesses in this world.

That we would:
e unashamedly proclaim the Name of Jesus;
e tell of Your great mercy;
e invite others, “Come and see”

And we pray that by Your Spirit,
You would draw many to faith
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in the Lord Jesus Christ,
That they might believe,
and cross over from death to life.

In Jesus' Name,
Amen.



