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When I started preparing for today, I did what I always do – I 
read through the passage, and I read it a number of times.  
And on the very first reading, I wondered to myself, “Why is 
V4 there?”  Why does John even bother to tell us that “4 ,,, 
the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand.” 
 
On the surface, it seems like it’s information we don’t need. 
 
There have been times when I’ve read a book, the author 
includes a whole bunch of unnecessary words.  For instance:  
some of the Christian books you might buy at Koorong, I’ve 
read a couple of them, and I come to the end, and I think, 
“They could’ve said that in 1 chapter, but they’ve stretched it 
out for 26…”  …Unnecessary words. 
 
But, the Gospel of John isn’t like that.  And so, (for me) V4 
sticks out like a sore thumb:   
• Why is it there?   
• It has to be important for a reason.   
• Why is it there?...   

And in this case, I needed a bit help to work it out.  
 
And I want to encourage you, if you ever read something in 
God’s Word, and you don’t understand it: 
• don’t just give up. 
• pray about it;   
• wrestle with it 

and think on it some more. 
• Read a larger section around it,  

and see how it fits in   
• Read it from a few different translations. 

 
And if you still can’t work it out, 
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• that’s why God has given us Bible Teachers.  Seek out a 
person, who is gifted in teaching God’s Word… 

 
That’s what I do.  And I did it, this week.  I read a couple of 
different commentaries, and there I found the answer…   
 
Jesus is presenting the hope of a second exodus.  Let me 
explain. 
 
 
For the Jews, the annual Passover celebration, was a reminder 
of how God had set them free.  They were captives/slaves in 
Egypt.   
 
And The Lord looked down, and He saw the suffering of His 
people.  And He sent Moses to Pharoh, with a simple message, 
“Let my people go”.  …  Pharoh refused. 
 
And God did amazing signs and wonders and plagues through 
Moses, to try and convince Pharoh to let the people of Israel 
go, and Pharoh kept on refusing. 
 
 
But then came the final plague – the death of the firstborn…  
And the grief in Egypt was terrible, and Pharoh shooed them 
away.  “Go” “Get out of here”… 
 
 
And, this was the “Exodus” – the People of Israel, leaving 
captivity in Egypt, on their way to the promised land. 
 
 
And of the many miracles that Moses performed during that 
time, there were two miracles that stood out: 
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1. the crossing of the Red Sea;  and 
2. the manna (this strange bread-like substance) coming 

from heaven (6 nights/week).  They were starving, and 
they called out to God to feed them.  And He gave them 
bread from heaven… 
 

And the similarities between John 6, and the original Exodus, 
are manyi.   
 
 
By John telling us that “the Passover feast was near”, it’s like 
he was putting up a big sign saying “Check this out.  Line 
this up with the Exodus from Egypt and learn from it”. 
 
Here’s some of the similarities: 
 
With the Exodus: 
• Many people exit Egypt 

In John 6: 
• A multitude of people cross to the other side of the lake 

 
With the Exodus: 
• God feeds them with bread from heaven 

In John: 
• Jesus gives them heavenly bread 

 
With the Exodus: 
• The People of Israel miraculously crossed the sea 

In John: 
• Jesus walks across the sea 

 
With the Exodus: 
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• The question is asked:  “Where can I get meat for all 
these people?” 

In John: 
• Jesus asks “Where shall we buy bread for these people to 

eat? 
 
With the Exodus: 
• People grumbling 

In John: 
• 6:41 & 43 (Jews grumbling) 

 
With the Exodus: 
• God tested the people for obedience 

In John: 
• 6:5-6 Jesus tested Philip 

 
With the Exodus: 
• There is a description of the manna 

In John: 
• 6:31 description of manna 

 
With the Exodus: 
• There is the demand, “Give us meat to eat” 

In John: 
• 6:51-58 we have the flesh and blood of the Son 

 
With the Exodus: 
• The question is asked:  

“Would they have enough if all the fish in the sea were 
caught (Greek “Gathered”) for them?” 

In John: 
• 6:9 fish 
• 6:12 gathered 
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What we have here, is the hero of the Old Testament Passover 
(Moses), now being superseded by Jesus.  Jesus not only 
provides “bread from heaven”, He is (Himself), “the bread of 
life.” 
 
So, the people of Israel are being challenged to understand 
that one far greater than Moses is now in their midst.: 
You see: 
• Whenever people came to Moses with a question, he’d 

have to take time out to go and seek God, to get an 
answer.  And then he could bring God’s answer back to 
them. 
Whereas Jesus and the Father are one.  And Jesus already 
has the authority to answer. 
 

• God was the one Who parted the waters for Moses to 
cross the sea,  
but Jesus could walk on top of the water.   
 

• It was God who tamed the waters of the sea,  
and here Jesus stilled the storm.   
 

• When the people gathered the manna, they had just 
enough to eat.  Nobody had “not enough”, and nobody 
had too much. 
Whereas when Jesus fed the multitude, there were 
bucketfuls left over.   
 

Jesus is far superior to Moses, in every way.  This is what 
John is getting across. 
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And the reason we included the final 3 verses of Chapter 5 in 
our reading today, is because John ties this event (today) to 
how the Jews were rejecting Jesus (in chapter 5), and yet the 
authority they depended upon (the Old Testament” and Moses 
in particular), themselves, point to Jesus… 
 
 
Anyway, the overarching theme of this whole passage, (and 
indeed the whole of chapter 6), won’t be revealed until we get 
further into it – But, the overarching theme, is to stop chasing 
after physical bread, and to feed on Spiritual bread.  (and we’ll 
get to that in 2 weeks time).   
 
 
Today, we’re going to talk about faith.  But, we’re going to 
talk about faith in the context of the overarching theme (to 
stop chasing after physical bread, and to feed on Spiritual 
bread.)  And in this context, it’s a very specific kind of faith – 
it’s about “Faith in following Jesus”, and “faith in serving 
God”.   
 
You see, if we were to be honest with ourselves, most of us, 
when we think about “faith”, we are naturally inclined toward 
thinking about some kind of a self-serving form of faith…  
We may try and dress it up as something that’s going to give 
God glory, but the natural inclination is for a self-serving 
faith. 
 
For instance, I might have  
faith for: 
• healing; 
• God to provide the rain for my crops to grow;  or 
• God’s protection over my family….    
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But what about exercising faith for: 
• you individually to be serving God 

(for us to be serving Him in ways that we wouldn’t even 
think were possible);  or  

• us as a church family to serve God? 
 

What about those times when: 
• it’s something that will cost us personally;   
• God is calling us to serve, and we cannot see how we 

could possibly do it?  Or 
• we think we just couldn’t possibly fit it into our 

schedule?...   
Or, how could we possibly afford it? 

 
This is the sort of faith I’m talking about:  faith in serving God 
– faith that when God sets a mission before us, He will 
provide the means for it to be done. 
And that’s the sort of faith Jesus was probing for (and 
developing) (in His Disciples), in the feeding of the 5000. 
 
 
So, let’s see how it unfolds. 
 
In Chapter 5, Jesus was actually in Jerusalem, but now He’s 
obviously travelled back up North again, because He’s now at 
Lake Galilee.  Anyway, they cross over to the other side of the 
lake, and a large crowd followed Him over.  They follow Him 
over, because they had a taste for His miraculous healings… 
 
And we get this, don’t we?  When you are desperate for 
healing, or desperate to see someone you love, to become 
mobile/hear/see again, we make sure they get all the medical 
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attention they need.  But, what about when there was no 
medical possibility for healing???   
 
Things don’t change.  We seek a miracle, don’t we… 
 
So, the crowds were following Jesus, because they were 
desperate for a miracle/healing.   
 
And, that’s not a bad thing, but it is self-serving.  And 
sometimes we get fixated on things that are not “bad” things, 
and miss out on the good/spiritual things that God has in store 
for us. 
 
And only two paragraphs on from where we got to today, by 
the time we get to v26, Jesus has a go at the crowd, because 
they are focused on fulfilling their physical hunger, rather 
than pursuing their spiritual need. 
 
The Disciples (on the other hand), are the ones who Jesus is 
developing their faith into something which is of eternal 
significance: 
• a faith in Jesus as the Saviour;  and 
• a faith that will serve God and to serve others. 

 
And by the time we get to the end of chapter 6, many of the 
disciples (not the 12, but many of the others who were 
following Jesus) turned back, and no longer walked with 
Jesus. 
 
And so, as we unpack what the feeding of the 5000 is about, I 
want us to consider the overarching theme:  Are we like those 
who are along for a spectacle and for a “free feed”?  Or are we 
being drawn to a higher spiritual purpose?  Is the Lord calling 
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us, to join Him in what He is doing, so that He can do His 
work, through us??? 
 
 
When Jesus saw the crowds approaching, He tested Philip, 
“Where are we to buy bread, so that these people 
may eat?”.  How was He testing Philip?  He was testing His 
faith. 
 
And I believe God is testing you & me, and testing our faith, 
more often than we think.  Every time you can see a great 
spiritual need: 
• Who is going to teach these Sunday School children? 
• What program could we put in place, to help the youth of 

this town, to come to know Jesus? 
• How could we better connect with the indigenous folk? 
• What could be done to help the old people who don’t 

have anyone to help them anymore? 
• Who could get alongside this man who is dying? 

 
Alright, every time we see a spiritual need, it’s not so we can 
pass it on to somebody else: “Michael, you need to organise 
somebody in the church to get onto this….”  Have you ever 
stopped to think, that the Holy Spirit has made you aware of 
that spiritual need, and this itself, is the call of God, to step out 
in faith. 
 
When Jesus tests our faith, will we be the ones who step up (in 
faith), for the Lord to work through us?  Or will we be like 
Philip? 
 
You see, Philip’s response is the classic response that often 
comes from churches today, “How could we ever possibly 
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afford it?”  I mean there’s 5000 people here.  If we spent 8 
months wages, we still wouldn’t have enough tucker for 
everyone to even have a little snack…” 
 
 
And so, Philip’s response is the classic response we often use, 
“It’s a big need;  I don’t have the resources;  I cannot do it.”… 
 
 
But then Andrew (Simon Peter’s brother) said:   
9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and 
two fish, but what are they for so many?” 
 
I wonder what Andrew was thinking…  I wonder if he was 
thinking, “Jesus, we could invite the boy over to our little 
group here, and there would be enough for him and us to have 
a feed…”  “What do you think about that?”… 
 
I don’t know.  We’re not told what his thinking was. 
 
I like to think that Andrew had faith – that he didn’t know 
what Jesus was going to do with those 5 loaves and two fish, 
but “This is what we have, and we’re not going to keep it for 
ourselves – we give it to You”…   
 
And that’s all Jesus wants of us, you know.  Jesus doesn’t 
want you to give what you don’t have.  But, He does want 
100% of you.  And when 100% of you and me, cannot fulfil 
the will of God, that’s where God does His miraculous work, 
and that’s where the Holy Spirit kicks in. 
 
 



Sentence:  Stop chasing after physical bread, and feed on Spiritual Bread.  Faith in serving God. 
Scripture:  John 5:45-6:21 Date:  07/06/2026 Name:  Michael Brumpton 
Location:  St George Page:  11 of 18 Bush Disciples 

And 5 loaves and 2 fish:  When Jesus is in charge of portion 
control, that’s plenty to feed 5000 men plus women and 
children. 
 
 
And you know the story.   
10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” 
And it was a nice grassy spot (it was like having a picnic). 
 
Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks and distributed it.  And 
did the same with the fish… 
 
And everyone had their fill, and they picked up 12 baskets of 
uneaten food. 
 
 
So, what do we learn from this?   
 
 
1. 
God already knows what He’s going to do.  Jesus asked Philip 
the question “Where are we to buy bread, so that these 
people may eat?”, but Jesus already knew what He was 
going to do.  So, why did He ask the question? 
 
 
And that takes us to our second point: 
2. 
Jesus drew His disciples into the work that He was going to 
do. 
 
 
3. 
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Jesus doesn’t require what we don’t have, but He wants our 
all. 
 
The need (given their available resources) was 
insurmountable.  There was no way that they could fulfil the 
mission that Jesus was putting before them.  And let me tell 
you, there were times in the early days of BD, where I just 
couldn’t see that this was a ministry that would endure, and 
yet I was confident that it would.  Why?  Because I knew the 
Lord has called us to preach the Gospel, and to teach the Word 
of God, and I had every confidence that The Lord would 
provide what we need. 
 
Jesus does not require what we do not have, but He wants our 
all. 
 
 
4. 
When in faith, we give what we have, in the service of God, 
His will is done. 
 
The mighty men of God we read about in the Scriptures, 
they’re not so mighty.  Their God is mighty.  And when you 
and I are called to serve God, all we have, is what we have, 
and what we are.   
 
Just like the Disciples, and just like the boy who had a sum-
total of 5 loaves and 2 fish…  But, they gave it all, and with 
that level of faith, God achieved His will. 
 
 
5. 
When God’s will is done, He is glorified. 
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When the people saw and experienced this miracle of 
“multiplication”, they were convinced:  “This is indeed the 
Prophet who is to come into the world!” 
 
 
You see, Prophets of old had done similar miracles of 
multiplication.  We already mentioned moses and the Manna 
from Heaven, and of course the quale that arrived 6 
nights/week for their evening meal. 
 
But, then there was: 
• Elijah 2Kings 4:1-7, where during the famine, the 

widow’s little jar of flour and bottle of olive oil, never 
ran out; 

• Elisha 2Kings 4:42, where all they had was 20 barley 
loaves and they had a lot of men to feed, and they knew 
there wasn’t enough, but Elisha said “Give it to them.  
There will be left-overs”.  And there was. 

 
 
Jesus was doing, what the great prophets of old did, and it 
gave Him glory.  So much so, that the crowds wanted to come 
and take him by force, to make Him “king”….  And so, He 
made himself scares (went up the mountain by Himself). 
 
And I’ve said this so many times, you’re probably sick of me 
saying it: 
 
If God calls us to something that we have the strength, skills 
and ability to do, God doesn’t get a whole lot of glory out of 
that.  But when He calls us to a mission that we know is 
impossible for us to achieve, and in faith, we do what we can;  
we give what we have – we give it our all, knowing that that’s 



Sentence:  Stop chasing after physical bread, and feed on Spiritual Bread.  Faith in serving God. 
Scripture:  John 5:45-6:21 Date:  07/06/2026 Name:  Michael Brumpton 
Location:  St George Page:  14 of 18 Bush Disciples 

all God asks, and then the Lord steps in and does the rest…  
Wow, there’s glory for God in that. 
 
 
Righto, let’s move on. 
 
I’m not sure how this next bit plays out.  Jesus is up on the 
mountain alone, and His disciples take their boat and start 
rowing across to the other side of the lake…  I’m not sure 
what the plan was, whether Jesus wanted to be alone for the 
night, or whether Jesus said “I’ll catch up with you later”…  
Don’t know… 
 
 
Anyway, the next scene: 
• By now it’s dark; 
• The strong wind is causing a violent choppy sea; 
• They’ve rowed about 5km and it’s tough going in the 

chop… 
 
And they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting close to the 
boat.  They were frightened.  But He said to them, “It’s Me.  
Don’t be afraid.”  When they realised it was Jesus and not 
some kind of phantom, they were glad to have Him in the 
boat.  And immediately, they arrived at where they were 
going… 
 
 
That, is a 6th lesson for us. 
6. 
When we’re going it alone, life is hard, and it might even 
seem impossible. 
But when God is with us, He will get us to the other side. 
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Let’s come back to the overarching theme, and we’re going to 
build on this in 2 weeks time when we’re next together: 
 
 
Stop chasing after physical bread, and feed on Spiritual Bread.  
  
 
1.  God already knows what He’s going to do. 
And the priorities for the Kingdom of God, is not physical 
stuff.  God is at work, building His Kingdom.  And the 
Kingdom of God is not about wealth and power and 
popularity.   
 
The whole purpose of the Gospel of John, is to make Jesus 
known, that He is the Christ, the Son of God.  God knows how 
He is going to do that. 
 
 
 
 
2.  He draws us into the work that He is going to do. 
He draws us into a pursuit of things that of eternal, Spiritual 
value.  How are we engaging in this? 
 
 
3.  Jesus doesn’t require what we don’t have, but He does 
want our all. 
When the Lord calls you and me to serve Him, let’s not hold 
back, because we know we don’t have: 
• the skills;  or 
• the cash;  or 
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• the ability…   
That doesn’t matter.  All He wants, is our all.  And because He 
calls us to things of eternal, spiritual value, giving our all, is 
absolutely worth it. 
 
 
4.  When in faith we, we give what we have, in the service of 
God, His will is done. 
How cool is that?  We get to participate in God’s eternal plan 
of redemption. 
 
 
5.  When God’s will is done, He is glorified. 
All glory to God for He has taken us from death to life. 
 
 
6.  When God is with us, He gets us to the other side. 
When our faith is in Him, He will never leave us, nor forsake 
us… 
In faith, we follow Him, not for physical blessings, but for 
Heavenly blessings… 
 
 
When we stop chasing after physical bread, and feed on 
Spiritual Bread.  The will of the Father will become our new 
calling and focus, for the Glory of God. 
 
 
Let’s pray: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We thank You for our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the One in Whom we trust; 
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The One in Whom we have hope; 
The one in Whom we enter into Your great love. 
 
Lord, we thank You, 
for the privilege it is,  
to enter into Your work. 
To be a part of something of 
eternal Spiritual meaning and value. 
To be available for Your Holy Spirit 
to do Your work through us. 
 
Lord, 
forgive us for the times when we  
have been blind to what You are doing. 
Forgive us for not recognising Your call 
to join you in Your great works. 
Forgive us for when we have not given “our all”. 
 
Lord, we pray for a new recognition. 
Open our eyes to see You at work; 
Open our ears to hear Your call. 
And open our hearts to reply with the answer “Yes”. 
 
The answer is “Yes”,  
even before we know the mission, 
the answer is “Yes”, because You are Lord. 
And we know that as we step out in faith, 
You will get us to the other side. 
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in Jesus' Name, 
Amen. 
 
 
 

 
i Adapted from GM Burge, The NIV Application Commentary, P.193 


