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[Boning knife & Steel]

In my daily Bible Readings, I've been in Leviticus. And what
I've read over the last few days, says a lot about the various
sacrifices a priest would have to make... And it really brings
home for me, just how life-giving and freeing, the Gospel of
Jesus Christ is...

You see, I don’t need to bring my boning knife & steel to
church...

Our Bible reading for today, talks about the works that are
required by God. The people ask Jesus, “What must we do,
to be doing the works of God?" ?° Jesus answered
them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in
him whom he has sent.”

Now, that answer Jesus gave, was “revolutionary”, (In the true
sense of the word). Not “revolutionary” as in just different.
“Revolutionary” in a revolt against the current system... This
1s why the religious leaders were out to get Him, because they
thought He was dismantling the whole Jewish religious
system...

The truth of the matter, is He wasn’t dismantling it. He was
fulfilling it. He was bringing it to its proper conclusion. On
the cross, Jesus would become the once and for all, perfect
sacrifice... — a sacrifice that would satisfy, all of the
requirements of the Law, forever...

You see, if we were still under the old system, our church
would have to include some slaughter-house facilities. We
wouldn’t have room for our playground out the back. We’d
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have to build some yards for the bulls and the rams and some
bird cages for the doves and whatnot...

Before we could come into the presence of God, the priest
would have to go through a lengthy purification process, and
sacrifice various animals. Half of us would be ceremonially
unclean anyway, because we’ve had a bodily discharge in the
last week, or because we’ve shifted a bit of road-kill off the
road, or taken a mouse out of a trap, or a dead galah out of our

radiator grill... (We’d be unclean — not fit to come to
church)...

And those who were fit to come to church, would have to
bring an animal to be sacrificed, as a sin offering, and other
various offerings to tick all of the boxes of getting themselves
into a condition where they could meet with God.

Let’s not confuse things. These are the “works” that Scripture
is talking about — these are the works that used to be required,
to gain purity, to come into the presence of God... These are
the “works” that Paul talks about, when he says that we are
not saved by “works” — we’re saved by “faith”.

Today, is our 2" week in John 6. And the overarching theme
of John 6, is to stop chasing after physical bread — stop
working for temporary, physical stuff, and work for what is
Spiritual/eternal.

So, let’s have a quick recap:
e Jesus had just fed the 5000; and
e during the night, He walked across the water;
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e freaked out His Disciples in the boat; and
e then they were instantly at their destination.

e The next morning, the people noticed He was missing;
and so

e some of them boated across to Capernaum, looking for
Him.

And when they catch up with Him, Jesus says to them,
“You’re not looking for me because of the signs I did. You’re
looking for me, because I gave you a good feed.” And then

He says: % Do not work for the food that perishes,
but for the food that endures to eternal life, which
the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the
Father has set his seal.”

Next week, is when we will really focus on Jesus being the
Bread of Life — the bread from heaven...

Today, we’re going to be talking about how we receive this
Bread from Heaven — how we enter into Eternal life. And so,
we’re going to consider:

1. “Works”;

2. “Faith; and

3. “The activity of God™.

Today’s Bible reading, is a beautiful, life-giving piece of
Scripture. It is so freeing. It sets us free from working to
achieve the requirements of the Law... But in this, the topic it
raises, has unnecessarily become one of the most divisive
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topics within the Christian Church, and has been so for about
400 years....

And I say that it’s “unnecessarily divisive”, because as far as |
can tell, in practice, just about every major Protestant Church
agrees on what we have to do to be saved:

e repent of sin;

e believe in the Lord Jesus Christ;

e be baptised...

We’re saved by Grace;
Not by works.

The disagreement comes, in what we believe God does behind
the scenes. That’s why I say it’s unnecessarily divisive,
because the message of the Gospel remains the same:

e repent of sin;

e believe in the Lord Jesus Christ;

e be baptised...

e We’re saved by Grace;
Not by works.

Why the division?

The problem comes, because there are certain systems of
theology — systems of points of belief, that some people claim
are “indisputable truths”, and so, everything they read in the
Bible, they have to fit into their chosen framework...

[’m not going to do that.
We’re just going to read the Scriptures as they are, and seek to
understand what Jesus 1s saying, without letting some
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framework that a man has constructed, colour it differently to
how Jesus presents it...

And so, in the past, you may have been taught something
different to what I present today. And that’s OK.

I’m just going to present what I believe the Scriptures are
saying, and if after we’ve done that, you conclude, “I think
you’re wrong, Michael”, that’s OK with me.

But let’s not get hung up on these things, because the great,
enduring truth, 1s Jesus died on the cross and rose again, and
all those who repent of sin and believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ, are born again to eternal life.

That is the enduring truth. “How that happens”, isn’t
something on which our faith should stand or fall.

So, let’s look first at “work™ or “works”.

Jesus said, “?” Do hot work for the food that perishes,
but for the food that endures to eternal life, which
the Son of Man will give to you.

Alright, so we’re talking about “actions” — working actions —
striving actions — labouring.

And the people respond with a valid question:

"What must we do, to be doing the works of God?"
A literal translation would be: “What may we do, that we may
work the works of God?”
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And ?° Jesus answered them, "This is the work of
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.”

Now, for us, when it comes to “works”, we probably think
“good deeds” — doing good things...

But, the Jewish concept of works 1s “the works of the Law™ —
Thinks like:

e sacrifice

e ceremonial washings

e tithing;

e keeping the prescribed festivals;
Of course also:

e keeping the commandments (both religious and moral).

But Jesus is now saying: "This is the work of God, that
you believe in him whom he has sent."

Alright, the people asked, “What works (plural) do we have to
do.” And Jesus answered in the singular (there 1s one only
work) — to believe in Him — to have faith... That’s all you’ve
gotta do.

Now, this is the point at which (for some), it becomes
unnecessarily divisive. A Calvinist system of theology says
that humans are so evil, it is beyond our capability to even
believe in Jesus — to have faith. And so, they would interpret
this verse as saying “This is the work that God does — He
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makes you believe in Him — God does the believing bit — not

29

you...

The problem is, in the Greek, that’s not how it flows (nor in
the English for that matter). The “work of God” in V29, is
exactly the same word, as the “works of God” in V28 (The
only difference is one is plural, and the other is singular). And
the way it flows, it’s not describing “works that are done by
God”. It’s describing Godly works that we do.

And so, the question comes “What works (godly works) do we
need to do?” Jesus says, “There is only one work (godly
work)”. Believe. Have faith in the one that God has sent.

Over and over again in the New Testament, we are told that
we’re not saved by works. We are saved by faith. That is the
only thing that’s required. Believe. Have faith.

We do not have to do the Jewish religious works of keeping
all of the:

e religious laws; and

e rules and regulations; and

e festivals and sacrifices.
There 1s now only one work required — To believe.

So, that’s “works”. Now we come to “faith”.

What is “faith”? You may recall that the Gospel of John
doesn’t use the noun “faith” — Not once, in the whole
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Gospel... John always uses the verb “believe”... For John,
believing in Jesus, is a very active thing. It is something that
we do...

Anyway, the people responded to Jesus, “Well, if you want us
to believe in You, what sign will you give us to convince us?”

e what sign do you do
e What work do you perform?

Moses gave us manna in the wilderness (this bread from
heaven). What are you going to do to make us believe???

Seriously.... Jesus had just fed the 5000 with 5 barley loaves
& 2 fish... Was that sign not good enough for them???

When we get to V40, we see a picture of what faith is. And as
I said before, “faith” is a very active thing: everyone who

looks on the Son and believes in him will have eternal
life.

And the verbs in that sentence (in the original Greek), are in
what we call the present active tense. And so it goes like this:
“everyone who is looking on the Son and is believing in Him,
will have eternal life.”

Alright, so “faith” isn’t something that one can “set and
forget”. Coming to faith isn’t something you do once in your
late teens, and then go off and do your own thing. Faith has to
be current/living/active... Everyone who is looking on the
Son/is believing in Him, will have eternal life.
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Alright, so when it comes to salvation, we have a
responsibility — it is an active responsibility... In V3° Jesus
said to them, "I am the bread of life; whoever comes
to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me
shall never thirst. 3¢ But I said to you that you have
seen me and yet do not believe.

There’s a two-fold response required here: To come to Jesus,
and to and to believe in Jesus. (and once again, it’s a present
active verb) — whoever is believing in me, shall never thirst.

It takes both. Some will come to Jesus. They might kick the
tyres — see what this Christianity thing is about, but they don’t
fully believe in Him. They do not believe in Him enough, that
they would be born again...

And some will have a level of belief in Jesus, but they never
come to Him, because they know, to come to Jesus, means to
forsake all else...

The call of Jesus requires both of these. To come to Him.
And to believe in Him.

Faith, is a very active thing.
e It is something we do.
e We believe in Jesus;
e we don’t stop believing in Jesus;
e We keep on believing in Jesus...
This is the work that endures to eternal life....
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But, how do we know it will endure? I’ll tell you how we
know. Itis guaranteed by God. Jesus said “God the Father
has set His seal on the Son of Man™...

Now, the seal of God is much better than a written guarantee.
The seal of God, is the Holy Spirit — the presence of God
Himself.

When Paul wrote to the church in Ephesus, he said:
Ephesians 1:13-14 (ESV)

3In him you also, when you heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, * who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire
possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

You see, when we hear the truth of the Gospel, and believe in
Him, The seal that guarantees eternal life, 1s the Holy Spirit.
e God Himself, moves into the heart of the believer.
e He lives inside of us.
The presence of God (in the heart of a believer), 1s their
guarantee that provided we keep on believing in Him, and
provided we do not turn away from Him, He will carry us
through to eternal life.

Righto, so, the people came to Jesus, hoping for more bread.
They’d seen the miracles — they’d seen the signs of Jesus, but
they did not believe...
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Why is it, that some believe, and others do not? Why, when
the Word of God is proclaimed, do some receive it as the
bread of life, while others reject 1t???

Well, this 1s the will of God.

Which brings us to our 3™ point: The activity of God.

1. “Works”:
We are no longer required to do all the religious works to
be saved. The only work, is to believe.

2. “Faith:
Whoever comes to Jesus and is believing in Jesus, shall
receive eternal life.

3. “The activity of God™.
What part does God play in calling us, and in giving us
the ability to believe?

Well, He plays a major part.

When we first began this series (in John 1), we talked about
the doctrine of “election”. This is something we find very
clearly presented in the Scriptures. The Gospel is available
for everyone. But God has determined, that not everyone will
believe.

John 1:7 told us that John the Baptist came as a witnhess, to
bear witness about the light, that all might believe
through him.
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V9 said: ? The true light, which gives light to
everyone, was coming into the world.

Now, does that mean that everyone is saved? No, it doesn’t.

V37 says:
37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and
whoever comes to me I will never cast out.

Now some people will read that and conclude “God picks and
chooses which individuals will be saved.” And if that verse
stood on its own, it could sound like that. But, it doesn’t stand
on its own. It goes on.

37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and
whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38 For I
have come down from heaven, not to do my own will
but the will of him who sent me. 3° And this is the will
of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all
that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day.

Alright, Jesus came down from Heaven, to do the Father’s
will. The Father’s will, is to raise to eternal life, all those
whom He gives to the Son.

So, “Who” has the Father chosen to give the Son? Is it you,
you, and you. You 3 can go to Jesus, and the rest of yous can
go to hell...?

No. V40 tells us who the Father has chosen: *° For this is
the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the
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Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I
will raise him up on the last day."

Who does the Father give to Jesus? The Father has decided,
that He will give to Jesus, all those who believe in Him. This,
1s the doctrine of election. The Father has decided, that not
everyone will believe in Jesus, but those who do — those who
“are looking on the Son” — those who ““are believing in Him”
should have eternal life. He will raise them up, on the last
day.

Now, having said that, God is by no means, inactive in this
process. Yes, us believing in Jesus Christ is a very active
thing, but God is also active.

Next week, we’re going to read V65, where Jesus says: “This
is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is
granted him by the Father.”

Now, when He said that, He was referring back to V44. In
V44, Jesus said: **No one can come to me unless the
Father who sent me draws him.

Alright, God does not make us believe in Jesus. It’s still our
choice. But He draws us to Jesus. And if you are not yet a
believer, I pray that the Lord is doing His work of drawing
you to believe in His Son. The part that God does, is to draw
us. The part that we do, is to come to Jesus...

And we cannot come to Jesus, unless the Father is at work,
drawing us to Him.
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And V45 explains how:

Tt is written in the Prophets, 'And they will all be
taught by God." Everyone who has heard and learned
from the Father comes to me — *¢ not that anyone
has seen the Father except he who is from God; he
has seen the Father.

Jesus is the only one who has seen the Father. So, to be taught
by God, we are taught by Jesus.

How does that happen today? Jesus isn’t addressing the
crowds today. Jesus isn’t feeding the 5000 today. Jesus isn’t
walking across the water today.

When the Apostle John was recording the words of Jesus, He
was recording God’s Word. John 1:1 In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.

And at the end of John, he tells us why he wrote the Gospel:
John 20:31 says: these things are written so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his name.

God 1s at work. God is teaching us. God is drawing us to
Himself.
He did it:

e when Jesus taught the crowds;

e when Jesus taught His disciples, one-on-one;
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e through the words that John recorded of Jesus.

He does it
e as we read His Word; and
e as we study His Word.

e when the word of God is proclaimed by preachers,
teachers and evangelists.

God 1s at work, today. God is teaching, today. This is the
way that God draws an unbeliever to come to Him, today...

When Jesus said this, He was actually speaking to the
“erumblers”.

4 the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, "I
am the bread that came down from heaven.”

We know who you are. You’re that Jesus boy. You’re the
son of Joseph. Why would you now say that you come down
from heaven...

They were grumbling, because they were hearing the words of
God, and rejecting the words of God... God was drawing
them to eternal life. God was teaching them, but they will not
listen...

God 1s drawing you and me. Are we listening?

They are hearing, but they haven’t really heard. God was
teaching them, but they didn’t learn...
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Do we hear? Are we learning??

The work is simple. Believe.
When we hear God’s Word, learn. Learn the way to eternal
life. And believe.

This is a message of Grace. Jesus came down from heaven, to
give us life. We no longer do the works of keeping the whole
sacrificial system. All we have to do is believe. And next
week, we’re going to be reminded of communion. Jesus is the
Bread from Heaven, in Whom we gain eternal life.

Let's pray:

Heavenly Father,

we thank You, for Your Son.

We thank You, that you sent You Son,
as the bread from Heaven,

to give us life.

Jesus said:

Whoever comes to me, shall not hunger,
and whoever believes in me,

shall never thirst.

Lord, we come to You.
We believe in You.
Satisfy our spiritual hunger.
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Quench our spiritual thirst.

In Your grace,
teach us,
and may we learn from You.

Grant to us, eternal life,
in the Name of Jesus.

And Lord,

we pray for those who grumble -

for those who grumble against You.

For those who when You speak,

hear, but they aren't really listening;

for those who when You teach, never learn...

Lord, by Your Holy Spirit,

soften their hearts.

Open their ears.

Direct their hearts toward eternity,
we Pray.

Your Word says of the grumblers,

*No one can come to me

unless the Father who sent me draws him.
And I will raise him up on the last day.
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Draw them, we pray.
Use us, to share Your Word,
one more time.

And we pray that You would open their ears,
that they would hear,
and turn to You, with their whole hearts.

in Jesus' Name,
Amen.





