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For a while, my older (and uglier) brother, Andrew, was
living at Broken Hill. One time I went to visit him, he took us
out to the Silverton tourist mine (an old silver mine). Back
then, it was a pretty low-budget sort of affair (that’s probably
why I enjoyed it).

Anyway, they issued us with hard-hats and miners-lamps, and
down we went... Down, Down; Down, into the bowels of the
earth...

When we got to the limit of where the tour would take us, our
guide got us all to sit down and turn off our lights...

By this stage, we were so far down that silver mine, no light
could get in. I had never experienced total darkness before
that day. It was oppressive, because one could not see
anything...

Usually, if you are in the dark, you just give your eyes time to
adjust, and even though you can’t see very well, you can still
see an outline of an object,,, but not down there... When
there is zero light, no matter how much time you give your
eyes to adjust, there is nothing to see.

Anyway, after a couple of minutes, our guide lit a match; and
he used it to light a single, solitary candle. And that one little
candle gave light to the whole cavern. And I understood then,
how a team of miners could work down there with one
candle...

Jesus said: "I am the light of the world.
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And for me, I can only begin to understand what that means,
when I remember what complete darkness is like. "I am the

light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk
in darkness, but will have the light of life."

And for me, in that place of darkness, in the depths of that
mine.: once that guide had lit that solitary candle, if that was
the only light we had down there, that would be OK ...
Provided we followed him, none of us would walk in darkness.
That one candle, would for us, be the difference between
“life” and “death”. Without it, we would be stuck in the
labyrinth of tunnels, with no way out.

“T am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."

Now, the image of light vs darkness — It’s a powerful image,,,
but an 1mage is only any good, if we know what it means.

This morning’s reading is an interaction between Jesus and the
Pharisees, and it shapes up, into a conflict between “the light
that gives life”, and whatever it was, that the Pharisees were
caught-up 1n...

Now, for some folk, they just want to name that as “religion”,
because for them, “religion” has become the whipping boy...
Everything that people don’t like about the
church/God/Christians, we blame it on religion... And I’ve
heard some messages that leave the hearer with a sense that
“any form of religion is bad”... Whereas whatever the
preacher is offering i1s “good™...
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The thing is, religion itself 1s not bad. Religion (as it’s
supposed to be), is pure/undefiled (to use the words of
James)...

What is bad, isn’t religion. It is either human sinfulness
dressed up as religion, or a satanic corruption of religion...

And some preachers will try to tell you that “traditional
churches — that’s religion™... But you over the years, I’ve
realised that that kind of generalisation, 1s utter rubbish. An
older person who worships the Lord, in their traditional church
setting, and by singing their traditional hymns, is no more/less
religious (in a bad way) than a teenager who bops around to
the beat of their favourite band while the pretty lights do their
flashes and strobes and colours...

It's got nothing to do with style of
worship/volume/popularity/charisma of the one leading it...

You see, the Bible connects pure religion with:
e a life of holiness;
e a heart in relationship with God; and
e with hands engaged in the work of God...

James 1:26-27 (ESV)

26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not
bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person's
religion is worthless. #” Religion that is pure and
undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit
orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep
oneself unstained from the world.
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Now, the Greek word for “religion” 1s Opnokeia ( threskeia ).
It simply means “service of God”. Is “serving God” a bad
thing? Absolutely not... If “religion” is serving God, being
religious 1sn’t bad. It’s great.

You see, “Religion”, is how we practice the faith we hold...
Are we following the light? Or are we walking in darkness???
And that, my friends, 1s what today’s Bible Reading is about.
Are we following the light? Or are we walking in darkness???

The Pharisees thought they were serving God. They were
wrong. They didn’t even recognise God, when they were in
His presence...

The opening verses of the Gospel of John (1:1-13), pretty-
much summarise today’s reading and the interaction between
Jesus and the Pharisees.

1. Jesus is known as “the Word”. He was with God from the
beginning. He is God... And so, Jesus and the Father, are
One;

2. Jesus i1s the light, which 1s life;

3. The Darkness has not understood it. The world (and
indeed God’s own people) did not recognise the light — did not
receive the light.

4. To receive Jesus Christ, 1s to believe in His Name;

5. Those who follow the Light — those who believe in Jesus,
are given the right to become “children of God.”
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That’s a summary of this morning’s reading, and it comes
from the introduction to the Gospel of John.

Let's Pray,

Lord God, our Heavenly Father,

this morning,

may the light of Your Word illuminate our way.
May it lay us bare, before You,

May we recognise the light of Your truth,

and may that truth set us free.

Amen.

Jesus made a bold statement:
"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."

If anybody else said that, we’d think they were a
megalomaniac.

Now, when the Pharisees heard this, they went straight into
their default legal mode: They wanted to know His
credentials — “It’s all good and nice for You to say this about
Yourself, but we’re not just going to take Your word for it. If
You’re the only witness, Your testimony i1s not true.”

This 1s their rejection of Jesus, we read about in Chapter 1...
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9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was
coming into the world. °He was in the world, and the
world was made through him, yet the world did not
know him. ' He came to his own, and his own people
did not receive him.

What a tragedy... Jesus, the light of the world, came into the
world, And they missed Him... The Religious Leaders (The
leaders of God’s own people) did not receive Him... Why???
Why did they fail to recognise Jesus???

Two reasons:

Firstly, they were judging according to the flesh. In other
words, their assessment of Jesus, was not based on the Spirit
of God — it was based on the spirit of this world... And when
we encounter Jesus/the real Jesus, He turns everything on its
head. Everything about Jesus, is repulsive to the flesh....

You see, the flesh desires:
comfort;
money & wealth;
feel-good experiences;
the pump-me-up, that makes me feel good about me how
I am;

e affirmation — we want to be affirmed that we’re right and

good in and of ourselves.

The flesh focuses on current, physical blessings and
achievements, whereas the Spirit, looks to something much
greater...

Jesus turns all that on its head.
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The first will be last. The last will be first.

The poor will be rich, and the rich will be poor.

Those who try to hold on to life, lose it;

Those who lose their life for the sake of the Gospel, gain
it...

e Those who are the worst of sinners, repent and are
justified, while those who justify themselves die in their
sin...

It should be of no surprise to us, that the most popular
preachers today, are selling a message of health, wealth and a
long life. The most popular preachers are popular, not
because they are presenting the true Jesus (for they are not).
They’re popular because they preach a message of the flesh —
they are preaching a message that appeals to a people, who are
just like the pharisees (who judge according to the flesh)...

Let us not get misled by any message that entices the fleshly
nature. That will only lead to darkness. We follow Jesus (the
Light of the World). And whoever follows Jesus (the real

Jesus) will not walk in darkness, but will have the light
of life.

The second reason the Religious Leaders didn’t receive Jesus,
1s because they couldn’t recognise spiritual truth. And they
couldn’t recognise Spiritual truth, because they did not know
the Father.

Jesus said: ° You judge according to the flesh; I judge
no one. ®Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true,
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for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father
who sent me.

And He went on to say that He bears witness about Himself
(sure enough), but He is not alone in this. The Father also
bears witness about Him.

If you want to know what God is like, look to Jesus. The
father and the Son, are one. Jesus speaks the words of the
Father...

Who recognises the logo I just put up on the screen???

For those who are listening to the recording, there is a dog
peering quizzically into the speaker horn of a gramophone...
What logo is that?

His Master’s Voice... And what a great image for that new
invention of the gramophone... The dog recognises His
Master’s Voice...

Jesus said to the Religious Leaders: "You know neither me
nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my
Father also.”

You see, they didn’t know God... If they did know God,
when Jesus spoke, they would recognise their Master’s

Voice... because when Jesus speaks, He speaks the words of
God...

There are 3 key points that leap out at me from today’s
reading:
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1. Hear;
2. Believe;
3. Abide.

It’s about:
e Listening to Jesus;
e Believing in Jesus; and
e Following Jesus.

If Jesus 1s the Light of the World, and if He 1s the source of
life, these three actions are essential for spiritual life.

e Listening to Jesus;
e Believing in Jesus; and
e Following Jesus.

If we do not have these 3 actions present in our life, we remain
a slave to sin, and we die in sin...

I guess that’s pretty important then, isn’t it...
1. Hear;
2. Believe;
3. Abide.

The Religious Leaders wouldn’t listen to Jesus, because they
didn’t recognise truth. If they had known God, when Jesus
spoke, they would have recognised truth for what it was...
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But others would listen to Jesus. There were crowds who
would come to listen to Him.... And even today, many folk
are quite keen to hear Jesus' teaching.
Some are looking for:

e for morals to live by;

e wisdom to impart;

e meaning in life.

Numerous times I’ve been told by non-Christians that they
like having RI in the schools, because they want their kids to
learn a few morals. They want their kids to have a code to
live by, as long as they don’t take this religion thing too far...

But you know what? Simply listening to Jesus, doesn’t make
us a child of God, any more than listening to music makes you
a musician...

The next action, is to believe — to believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God.

Jesus said to the Pharisees:
I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die
in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.

There are many in the world today (even in this town and
district), who believe Jesus existed. They believe enough that
when they die, they want to go and be with Jesus.... But

sadly, like Jesus said to the Pharisees, Where I am going,
you cannot come.
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Why? It’s because they believe a little bit, but it’s not the sort
of “belief” that compels them to follow Jesus. Jesus said to
the Pharisees:

"You are from below; I am from above. You are of
this world ; T am not of this world. #*I told you that
you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that
I am he you will die in your sins."

Why are you here today?
Some of you are here because:
e you want to know more about what this Jesus thing is
about;
e you’ve been brought by your parents. They believe and
they want you to believe too.
e you’ve been invited by someone you love.
Jesus means everything to them, and they want you to
know Him too.

And 1t’s good for you to be here. And i1t’s good for you to be
hearing the teaching of Jesus... But I want you to know, God
does not have any casual acquaintances, and He doesn’t have
any Grandchildren... Because my parents are Christians, it
doesn’t make me one. You cannot be a grandchild of God.
You are either a child of God, or no relation at all...

You see, genuine belief, has to recognise that Jesus is out of
this world. Unless you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, you will die in your sins.

That’s as blunt as I can put it, because that’s the way that
Jesus said it.
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And 1f we truly believe this (that Jesus 1s the Christ, the Son of
God), that changes everything... If Jesus truly is Lord, how

can I not fall at His feet and surrender my whole self to
Him???

In V28, Jesus touches on the defining moment of history, on
which our believe stands or falls. He talks about His

crucifixion. Jesus said: “When you have lifted up the
Son of Man, then you will know that T am he

You see, the crucifixion and the resurrection of Jesus, go hand
in hand... The Gospel of John was written so that we might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing, we might have life in His Name...

If Jesus was not raised from the dead, feel free to carry on,
living as a person of this world, living to your fleshly
desires,,,, because if Jesus is not raised from the dead, then
He was only an ordinary man, and there is no spiritual light
and life for us to speak of...

But, if it 1s true,,,

If it 1s true, that Jesus was raised to life, that changes
everything... And it has changed everything... We do not
worship a dead god. We worship the Son of God, who was
crucified for our sins, and raised to life that we might live...

You see, it’s not about merely believing that Jesus existed.
There 1s not a serious historian in the world today who would
debate that Jesus existed/lived... Nor is there any doubt that
He was crucified...
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But the religious leaders ordered that there be a guard put on
Jesus' tomb because they knew that if He rose on the 3™ day,
that would change everything.... And so they posted a guard
to make sure that it didn’t happen... Of course they failed...

And this is what sets Christians apart.
We believe:

e He is the Christ;

e He is the Son of God;
e He suffered and died;
e He rose on the 3" day;

e He is coming again, to judge the living and the dead.;
and

e We believe in Him
We entrust ourselves to Him

Now, V28&29 reveal something significant: The suffering
and the resurrection of Jesus, would reveal (even to the

unbelieving Religious Leaders), the very presence of God.
He said:

"When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you
will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my
own authority, but speak just as the Father taught
me. ®® And he who sent me is with me. He has not
left me alone, for I always do the things that are
pleasing to him."
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You see, when Jesus carried out, the greatest challenge that
God set before Him, God did not desert Him. He did not
leave Him alone. At the cross, we encounter the very
presence of God...

Anyway, the Religious Leaders might not have believed Him,
but many people did. V3° As he was saying these things,

many believed in him.,

Now, it’s become quite common practice, when you’re
preaching the gospel, to get to this point, and say, “Right.
That’s it.”

You hear the Gospel; You believe in Jesus... you’re saved!!!

Not according to Jesus...... There’s one more action required.
To abide. To follow Jesus. Remember, Jesus said: "I am
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

Sadly, not everyone who professes to believe in Jesus, follows
Jesus...

This 1s why we’re called “Bush Disciples”. We’re not called
“Bush Believers™... Jesus didn’t come to make “believers”.
He came to make “disciples” — He came to claim for Himself,
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a people who would believe in Him, in such a way, that they
would follow Him.

Now:

Vv31-40 present for us, a major challenge. They are a
challenge to us, because He 1s no longer speaking to the
religious leaders. At this point, He’s no longer speaking to
those who don’t believe in Him. He’s now speaking to those
who did believe Him...

They have heard the words of Jesus, and they believed
Jesus... And now Jesus is putting a challenge before them, as
to whether their belief is genuine or not... You see, becoming
a Disciple of Jesus, is more than “believing”. It’s about
believing so strongly, that we become followers (disciples) of
Jesus..

And 1f you and I are genuine followers of Jesus, be in no
doubt, this will involve major repentance, and major life
changes... Becoming a Christian, is something so radical,
Jesus described it as being born again... We leave our old life
behind. Dead; Buried; And we are born again, to new life in
Christ Jesus.

3150 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him,
"If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples,
32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free."

Now, to “abide in” means to “remain in” — to stick with it. To
abide 1n His word, is to remain in His Word — to stick with His



Sentence: Walking in the light: Hear; Believe; Abide.
Scripture: John 8:12-40 & John 1:1-13 Date: 02/08/2026 Name: Michael Brumpton
Location: St George Page: 16 of 24 Bush Disciples

Word. If Jesus is our Lord, everything He says, is of critical
importance. Genuine Disciples of Jesus, hunger for His word
— they live by His word... (with good reason)....

When Jesus Himself was being tempted, He quoted the Word
of God.:

Matthew 4 ESV) . "It is written
" '"Man shall not live by bread alone,

but by every word that comes from the mouth of
God.""

If we remain in the Word of God — if we
e read His word;
e study His word;
e seek solid Bible teaching;
e don’t just know God’s Word, but if we embrace it as His
will, for us to live by,,,
Jesus says: you will know the truth, and the truth will

set you free....

Now, when the Jewish believers heard that, they argued with
Him. (here’s a little hint: Don’t argue with Jesus)... “What
do you mean, “We’ll be set free”? We’re not slaves of
anyone...”

Oh, but they were...

You see, they felt confident in the heritage of the faith of their
forefathers... “We are children of Abraham™. That’s like
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saying “We’re God’s chosen people. We’re not slaves to
anyone because of our heritage”. ..

But they were slaves. Their very actions — what they did,
revealed that they were slaves of sin... We must not forget:
At this point, Jesus is talking to the Jews who did believe
Him.

And to help them to understand what it means to abide in the
word, Jesus makes this statement... He prefaces it with

“Truly; Truly...” “Amen, Amen...” "Truly, truly, I say

to you ... Now, whenever Jesus says that, it’s Jesus way of
saying “You must pay attention to this!!!”

“Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin
is a slave to sin. 3° The slave does not remain in the
house forever; the son remains forever. 3¢ So if the
Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

Now, that 1s the opposite to what the world believes. The
world believes that the Word of God is something that will tie
you up in knots and enslave you. Nothing could be further
from the truth.

The world believes that embracing sin and doing whatever the
flesh feels like: That’s freedom... Nothing could be further
from the truth.

Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin
is a slave to sin.




Sentence: Walking in the light: Hear; Believe; Abide.
Scripture: John 8:12-40 & John 1:1-13 Date: 02/08/2026 Name: Michael Brumpton
Location: St George Page: 18 of 24 Bush Disciples

BTW, Is there anyone here, who does not sin? And if anyone
puts up their hand at this point, they’re either a liar, which
makes them a sinner, or they’re filled with self-righteous
pride, which is also a sin...

So, 1f we all continue to sin, does that mean, that even after
you become a Christian, no matter what happens, you will
always continue to be a slave to sin? No...

The English Standard Version we read from today translated it
as:

everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin.

You see, 1n the Greek, there 1s a verb for “sins”, but it doesn’t
use the verb — it uses the noun “sin”. The verb is
“practices/does/commits/works”. And it is in the “present,
active” tense... That mean it is currently embraced and
actively happening.

John is the only New Testament writer to specify the practice
of sin in this way. He does it again in 1 John 3. What he’s
doing, is making a distinction between the kind of sin, where
in a moment of temptation, we fail to be the holy people the
Lord has saved us to be, and we sin, but then in sorrow, we
repent of our sin and are forgiven... Back on track...

He’s making a distinction between that kind of sin, and the
kind of sin which is a deliberate and continued rebellion
against God...

So, for example, if two Christians are dating, and they re out
on a date one night, and they find themselves alone, and in the
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heat of the moment, they go too far... But then, they are
ashamed, and they repent. They ask God for forgiveness, and
they put a plan into place, so that they won’t put themselves in
that position again...

That’s one kind of sin. For a moment, sin has held power over
them, but they are no longer slaves to sin... You see, it is not
“present, active”. It is past, repented of, forgiven...

But if a Christian couple dishonour God, and move in together
(as a married couple, but they 're not married), their sin is
present and active. It is something they do. It is something
they have committed to. That’s the sort of sin John is talking
about, when He says "Truly, truly, I say to you,

everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin.

Here’s another example. Let’s talk about “greed”.

I might see a person in need, and I don’t help them out,
because I want to spend that money on something extra for
myself... But later on, I am convicted of that, and I change — [
put that money aside, so that next time a person is genuinely
in need, I will be generous to them...

The sin 1s not “present, active”. It is past, repented of,
forgiven...

But if I decide to borrow a great deal of money, so that I can
buy myself a unit at the coast or the extra farm, or the dream
holiday,,, If I commit myself to a practice of pouring
everything I earn, into something for me and for my children’s
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inheritance, and in doing so, I cannot afford to tithe; I can’t
afford to be generous to the poor,,,

That 1s something I do. It is something [ am committed to.
The Sin of Greed is present/active, and I am enslaved to it.
That’s the sort of sin John is talking about, when He says

“Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin
is a slave to sin.

At one time, we were all slaves to sin... Not one person here
could wag their finger at another, and say “You’re a dirty
rotten sinner and I’m not”, because at one time, we were all
slaves to sin... Until we were committed to Jesus, we were
committed to sin, and we were slaves to sin....

We were slaves to sin, but not anymore. We needed a
redeemer, and Jesus is that redeemer, Who bought us out of
slavery.

Jesus said:

3 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the
son remains forever. 3¢ So if the Son sets you free,
you will be free indeed.

As slaves to sin, we have no part in eternity... But as
“sons”’/children of God, He will not cast us out.

In the introduction, John grasped the amazing fact, that all
who receive Jesus — all who believe in His Name, He gives

the right to become children of God,
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Children of God, are not slaves to sin, because if the Son has
set us free, we will be free indeed... Not free to go on
sinning. It’s a freedom to walk 1n the light.

Where would I be now, if down that mine shaft, I stopped
following the man with the candle? 1’d be lost in darkness.

As Disciples of Jesus, as we follow Him, there will be times
when we slip into sin... When that happens, if we continue
down that path, and embrace sin, we will once again be
enslaved to sin... And so, if we find that our life choices are
taking us to a place of spiritual darkness — if our fleshly
desires are taking us to a place of rebellion against God,,,

e stop....

e Repent.

e Turn toward the light, and

e run to the arms of Jesus,
because we will not be enslaved to sin again...

I wish I could tell you that when you become a Christian, the
struggle with sinfulness will end. It doesn’t. Even Jesus was
tempted. But I can promise you, that what Jesus said is true:

“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples,
32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free."

Satan is the Father of Lies. He tells you that sin doesn’t
matter, because he wants to enslave you in sin...
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Jesus, on the other hand, did not come to condemn the world,
but to save the world. And He does it with grace and mercy...

How are you feeling right now? The Word of God (when we
don’t stifle/blunten it) cuts deep...

Don’t believe for a moment, that it cuts the preacher any less
deep than it cuts you... As I’ve said many times before,
“Most times I’m preaching, I’'m preaching to myself, and you
guys just get to listen in.”

But, if the Word of God has cut you deep this morning, the
choice before you is stark.
e Light, or darkness;
e Truth & freedom, or a lie that enslaves;
e Eternal life in the righteousness of God, or to die in your
Sins. ..

3 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
Will you choose freedom today.

1. Hear;
2. Believe;
3. Abide.

e Listening to Jesus;
e Believing in Jesus; and
Following Jesus.

Let's pray:
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Heavenly Father,
We thank You for Your Son, Jesus.
We thank You for His Word.

Lord, we confess that too often,

we hear His Word,

and we blunten it.

Your Word that would cut deep,

and would take us to a new freedom in You,
for too long, we have listened to lies,

and been enslaved to sin.

Lord,

| hear You.

| believe in You.

Help me to abide in Your Word.
Help me to follow You...

Your Word says that:

if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

Lord Jesus, set us free.

We don’t want to be slaves to sin anymore.
Our desire is to be born again,

and to follow You,

in the light of life.

Save me;
Lead me:

Bush Disciples
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forgive me;

And fill me with Your Spirit,
that | might walk in Your Light,

in Jesus' Name,
amen.

Name: Michael Brumpton
Bush Disciples



